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We’re returning $2 billion to our auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the Good Neighbor Relief Program. Our auto customers will receive, on average, a 25% credit 
for their premium between March 20 and May 31. No policyholder action is needed. That’s $2 billion in customer savings. 
Because now more than ever — being a good neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Local property owners 
are getting a respite for when 
property taxes are due and 
some relief from interest and 
penalties on late payments.

The Edgar County Board 
passed a resolution Wednes-
day, June 10, based on Public 
Act 101-535 that Governor 
JB Pritzker signed into law 
June 5. The new law gives 
county boards the authority 
to waive interest payment on 
delinquent tax bills for 120 
days starting from June 4. It 
also postpones the annual tax 
sale of delinquent properties 
for 120 days from that same 
date.

Board members took the 
action in recognition of the 
hardships some people have 
endured when businesses 
closed to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. When people 
were unemployed, or their 
businesses were closed, it 
was hard to stay current with 
mortgage payments or save 
money to meet the annual tax 
obligation. 

The resolution asked Edgar 
County Treasurer Don Wise-
man to set the first property 
tax installment due date as 
Aug. 21 and the second as 
Oct. 23. 

“We are making the county 
treasurer aware of our feel-
ings, but he has the authority 

to pick the date,” said county 
board chairman Jeff Voigt.

Under the plan approved 
by the resolution, county 
property taxes are not due un-
til Aug. 21. People still having 
economic difficulty meeting 
the tax bill can delay payment 
until the Oct. 23 due date 
without incurring any interest 
charges or other fees. This is 
neither tax forgiveness nor a 
complete waiving of the nor-
mal costs associated with late 
payments.

If someone pays the first 
installment by the second due 
date of Oct. 23, the late fees 
do not apply. Should the first 
payment not be made by the 
second due date a 1.5% inter-

est charge starts accumulating.
It is not clear when Wise-

man will mail the tax bills 
to property owners. Circuit 
Clerk and Recorder August 
Griffin said his office is still 
working on calculating the tax 
levy.

“I hope to have it done in 
a couple of days so the infor-
mation can go to the treasurer 
for preparation of the tax bill,” 
said Griffin.

Wiseman explained the 
Aug. 21 and Oct. 23 dates are 
approximately a month later 
than is typical.

“Normally, we try to have 
mid-July and mid-September 
due dates,” said Wiseman. 
“We hope to have them (tax 

bills) out each year to start 
collecting in late June and ear-
ly July.”

Even with the new due 
dates, Wiseman is optimistic 
that citizens who normally 
pay both installments short-
ly after receiving the bill will 
continue that practice.

“I’m hoping to have the first 
distribution (payments to 
schools and other local gov-
ernment bodies) by late July,” 
Wiseman said. “That’s pretty 
normal, but I don’t know how 
big the distribution will be.”

Looking further into the 
future, the board accepted a 
report from Wiss, Janney, El-
stner Associates regarding a 

Property tax bills delayed
County board signs to waive tax interest; courthouse maintenance plan approved

See BOARD, Page 4A

CONSTRUCTION REQUIRES PLANNING ON THE FLY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Every building project involves making choices and compromises. The renovation work at the former Paris High 
School required removing 15 feet of this chimney. That area was unstable and presented a threat of collapse into the 
building. While the rest of the structure is not needed as a chimney, it was left in place to support the adjacent wall. 

Tiger Apartments halfway done
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Come the end of the year, some 
40-odd new apartments deemed as 
affordable housing will be available 
for senior citizens.

“We have to have an occupant in 
this building by Dec. 31 because of 
the tax funding,” said Ryan Phipps 
of CORE Construction Services of 
Illinois.

CORE is the general contractor 
converting the former Paris High 
School on Main Street into senior 
apartments for the not-for-profit La-
borers Home Development Corpo-
ration (LHDC), which put together 
the financing that is a combination 
of private investment and tax-credit 
instruments to make the project a 
reality. LHDC’s work is familiar in 
Paris as it is the developer, owner 
and manager of Maple Ridge Apart-
ments on Court Street, near Paris 
Community Hospital. 

Phipps, project superintendent 
for CORE, estimated the work of 
refitting the old school is about 50% 
complete, and that is an important 
milestone.

“Once you get over the hump, 
it tends to roll more quickly,” said 
Phipps, noting the conversion start-
ed in November 2019. “I hope to 
gain back some of the time we lost 

because of the coronavirus.” 
He explained about 95% of the 

demolition work is complete, with 
some left because of how work is 
scheduled. Drywalling is probably 
one-third done, and all of the inte-
rior framing is done, dividing what 
was classroom space into new apart-

ments. All of the rough in for me-
chanical work is done and perhaps 
50% of the actual mechanical instal-
lations are complete.

All new plumbing pipe is in place 
to replace the original plumbing.

“We (CORE Construction) do 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Plasterers work at repairing original plaster work in the hallways of the 
former Paris High School. To satisfy fire code, drywall is used on all ceilings 
and the new walls dividing the space into apartments, but an effort is being 
made to maintain and restore original plaster walls that remain intact. Some 
lockers remain in place, although sealed closed, to add to the ambiance.

See APARTMENT, Page 4B

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A fireworks show is returning to 
Twin Lakes Park for a July 4 cele-
bration. 

Paris Mayor Craig Smith made 
the announcement during the city 
meeting Monday, June 8. Smith 
explained the vendor that shoots 
the Independence Day fireworks 
in Paris had a show cancel for July 
4 because of COVID-19 concerns, 
which created an opportunity for 
the city to move into that open 
slot. For several years, the local fire-
works display was on the Saturday 
following July 4 to accommodate 
the vendor’s crowded schedule. 

“We would ask everybody to 

Paris will 
have July 4 
fireworks  

Subdued 
celebrations with 
social distancing 
are being planned

See FIREWORKS, Page 4B

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Despite assurances from state 
leaders that education funding will 
not suffer in the latest state budget, 
Paris Union School District 95 
Superintendent of Schools Jeremy 
Larson recommended the district’s 
school board approve a conserva-
tive tentative budget during the 
Monday, June 8, meeting of the 
board.

The district’s fiscal year ends 
June 30, with the new fiscal year 
beginning July 1. Larson report-
ed the finance committee of the 
board has met and agreed to take 
a conservative approach regarding 
revenues due to the uncertainty of 
COVID-19.

“If funding and expenditures go 

Schools 
budgeting 
cautiously

See PARIS 95, Page 4B
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

77   53
Prec: 0%

78   52
Prec: 0%

81   57
Prec: 0%

86   86
Prec: 0%

89   64
Prec: 0%

92   66
Prec: 0%

88   65
Prec: 20%

TODAY — Sunny skies with pleasant highs 
in the upper 70s.

SUNDAY — Another pleasant day with 
ample sunshine and highs in the upper 70s.

MONDAY — Highs begin to climb into the 
80s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82°/62°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97° in 1894
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44° in 1918

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.86”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.88”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.88”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.17”

NORMAL:    High: 82   Low: 62    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeff Chambers, Dan 
Dundas, Tim Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Patti Garver/Eve-
lyn Barnes
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
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The publisher assumes no liability 
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incorrectly priced. 
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Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:23 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 1:31 a.m. 1:05 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 1:55 a.m. 2:03 p.m.

MONDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 2:19 a.m. 3:00 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 2:43 a.m. 3:59 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 3:09 a.m. 4:58 p.m.

THURSDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 3:38 p.m. 5:59 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 4:11 p.m. 7:02 p.m.

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health will 
offer promotional sports 
physicals at its Paris, Chris-
man and Oakland clinics 
throughout July. This spe-
cial promotion supports 
local schools by donating a 
portion of the proceeds to 
booster clubs.

Physicals are performed 
at each clinic during regu-
lar business hours. Partici-
pants should call the clinic 
of their choice to schedule 
an appointment.

The cost of a sports 
physical is $25 payable by 
cash, check or electronic 
card. Insurance will not be 
billed. Half the fee is donat-
ed back to the booster club 
of the athlete’s choice. The 
designation can be done at 
the time of check-in.

Students under age 18 
must be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian. A 
July sports physical may be 
scheduled by calling: the 
Paris Clinic at 217-465-
8411; Chrisman Clinic at 
217-269-2394; or Oakland 
Clinic at 217-346-2353.

Physicals 
will support 
booster clubs

The report of marriage licenses 
issued in May contained an error. 
The entry for Walter Thomas 
Emerick and Diana Lynn Walker 
should have read Diana Lynn 
Winkler.   

CORRECTION

WORSHIP SERVICES RESUME
Worship service at the Presby-
terian Church of Paris resumes 
20:30 a.m. Sunday, June 14.The 
church had stopped in-person 
services as part of the response 
to slow the spread of COVID-19.

GARDEN STUDY CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. June 17 at the 
home of Sara McCrocklin.

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to 
our community members. Here is 
a list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged 
for the safety of the community 
and staff. HRC is here to help in 
this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, 
PARIS

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400. 

24/7 access for people feeling 
suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-

359-7593 Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support 
for anyone living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 
are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused 
the cancellation of numerous 
events. The following list is not 
comprehensive but represents 
information provided to The 
Prairie Press about canceling or 
postponing events.

The Paris High School Class of 
1973 has canceled a 65th birth-
day party for class members 
scheduled for June 19. The party 
is canceled due to COVID-19 
guidelines.   

All face-to-face events 
organized by Illinois Extension 
through July 5 are canceled, 
suspended or transitioned to 
online delivery. This includes 
all 4-H Club meetings. People 
should look for cancellations or 
postponements on the website 
go.illinois.edu/cce. Plans may 
change based on directions 
provided by the local health 
department and questions may 
be submitted via email at uie-
cce@illinois.edu. Extension staff 
are exploring ways to provide 
judging, exhibit and showcase 
opportunities for 4-H projects.

As a result of the Extension 
Service canceling in person 
programing, the Edgar County 
4-H Barbecue originally sched-

uled for June 27 is canceled. 
No rescheduling of the event 
is planned. Also, the Edgar 
County 4-H Fair in late July will 
not be an in-person event. 4-H 
members will submit photos and 
information about their projects 
for online judging. 

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff 
will continue to work remotely 
and will not interact with the 
public in the office. 

The Edgar County Soil and 
Water Conservation District of-
fice is halting in-person service 
until further notice because 
of concerns about COVID-19. 
Staff is still available to answer 
questions and provide service 
via email at ecswcd@gmail.com. 
For assistance with fish orders, 
email Tara Hopkins at Tara.
Hopkins@il.nacdnet.net.  

All Dine with a Doc programs 
at area senior centers are 
canceled through mid-June. This 
includes the June 10 session and 
program at the Chester P. Sutton 
Senior Center, Paris, and the 
June 12 session at the Marshall 
Senior Center

The Paris American Legion 
Post is canceling the Queen of 
Heart drawings until further 
notice.

Embarras River Basin Agency 
(ERBA) outreach offices are 
restricting all appointments to 
phone consultations until the 
shelter in place order is lifted. 
Clients should call the appropri-
ate local office to schedule the 
hour-long phone consultations. 
All appropriate documentation 
must be ready at the time of the 
consultation. The ERBA office in 
Paris can be reached at 217-465-
4911 or 800-252-1152.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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GOOD VIBES.
GOOD FEELS.
SAME HEART.
WE’RE BEHIND YOU!

MEMBER FDIC

BANKPROSPECT.COM

Explore our eProducts and bank
from the comfort of your own home!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS
The V.F.W. Post 3601 is offering scholarships 

to qualifying 2nd, 3rd or 4th year college 
students or advanced 1 year graduate.  

Students must be the child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, step grandchild, or step great 

grandchild of a past or present member of 
Post 3601 or its auxiliary.

Applications may be picked up after June 3 at the 
V.F.W. Post 3601

601 West Court, Paris
They must be returned to the Post by They must be returned to the Post by 

July 13, 2020 at NoonJuly 13, 2020 at Noon

Applications can be picked-up on the 
wall in the entryway at the V.F.W. When 
application is completed drop them off 

in the mailbox provided at the V.F.W.

 

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Cadillac Products Packaging Company in Paris, IL, is an 
established leader in the film/flexible packaging industry. 
We offer an excellent benefits package including medical, 
dental, and vision coverage, life insurance, 401(k) with 
Company match, vacation, paid time off, tuition reimburse-
ment, paid holidays, night shift differential, and bonus 
potential. Employees only work seven out of every fourteen 
days/nights, with time off during the week and three-day 
weekends every other week. We are currently seeking 
applicants to join our team in the roles of:

PRODUCTION ASSOCIATES
OPERATORS

To apply, please complete the application for the Paris Plant at 
www.cadprod.com/employment, send a resume to jobs@
cadprod.com, call us at (217) 463-1444, or apply in person at 
2005 S. Main St. Paris, IL.

NOW HIRING

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A Paris High School grad-
uate urged the Paris High 
School board of directors and 
administration to consider 
providing expanded anti-racist 
education during the Monday, 
June 8, meeting of the high 
school cooperative board.

Sidney Imeroni, who is cur-
rently a student at Northwest-
ern University in Evanston, 
spoke to the board via tele-
phone in response to a letter 
she sent to not only the PHS 
board but the Paris 95 and 
Crestwood board members 
and administration as well.

Since the letter was posted 
on Facebook, Imeroni said it 
had (as of June 8) been signed 
by 131 PHS students and 
alumni.

“We need to learn in a di-
vided world and have a greater 
understanding of those around 
us,” Imeroni said. She was mo-
tivated to write and send the 
letter to the boards after a dis-
cussion with fellow Northwest-
ern students. “There was just so 
much I didn’t know.”

The letter included links to 
more information about sim-
ilar anti-racist programs and 

why they are needed in public 
education.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson empha-
sized both districts take bound-
aries for students seriously.

He noted administration 
and faculty receive anti-bias 
training.

“Until I went to college, I had 
not learned of the history of our 
country and state and how we 
treated other people,” Imeroni 
said, adding she believes it is 
important for American histo-
ry and other classes to empha-
size the country’s history.

In other business, the PHS 
board welcomed a new mem-
ber, recognized a longtime 
member and said farewell to a 
veteran teacher.

Mary Liz Wright, who has 
served several terms on the 
board representing Crestwood 
Unit 4, gave way to another 
Crestwood board member, 
Jarrod Dyer. Wright has previ-
ously served as the high school 
board’s secretary. She was not 
present for the meeting as she 
was attending the annual meet-
ing of Horizon Health, where 
she serves on the hospital 
board.

The cooperative agreement 

between Paris 95 and Crest-
wood requires three board 
members from each district 
to sit on the high school 
board. Each board president 
is required to serve — Kevin 
Knoepfel and Jim Blue — as 
well as two additional mem-
bers. Paris 95 is also represent-
ed by John Sanchez and Amy 
Isaf. Crestwood is presented 
by Keith Trogdon — who cur-
rently serves as the high school 
board president — and Dyer. 
The presidency of the board is 
rotated between the two dis-
tricts.

The board presented a retire-
ment plaque to longtime math 
and science teacher Doug 
Happ, officially retired at the 
end of the 2019-2020 school 
year. Happ also taught physics.

Current assistant principal 
Mark Cox will be moving up to 
principal on July 1, succeeding 
co-principals Lorraine Bailey 
and Carol Jones. The two vet-
eran educators were hired to 
fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Dave Meister. 

Jones was present for the 
meeting and Bailey attended 
by telephone. There will be a 
presentation for both women 
at a later date, Larson said. 

The board spent a majority 
of the meeting preparing for 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
The board:
nApproved handbooks for 

substitute teachers, support 
staff, students and extracurric-
ular participants.
nApproved the risk man-

agement plan.
nApproved the pest man-

agement plan.
nApproved the extra duty 

stipend report.
nApproved the commercial 

insurance renewal with Church 
Insurance at cost of $72,305, a 
6.97% premium increase.
nApproved a 3% salary in-

crease for all non-certified staff.
nAccepted the resigna-

tions of Nate Henson, Hunter 
Morris and Steven Davis as 
assistant coaches and Lindsey 
Hewitt and Mary Ann Stallings 
as student council sponsors.
nAccepted donations 

from Sales Force in support of 
COVID-19 expenses.

Larson said the Illinois State 
Board of Education is expect-
ed to provide more guidelines 
for the next school year by the 
third week of June but empha-
sized, “We don’t really know 
what those will be.”

PHS weighs expanding anti-racism education

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Tiger Youth Football 
is gearing up for another sea-
son, according to Bethany 
Keys, who serves on the asso-
ciation’s board of directors.

All fees for children entering 
the fourth through the eighth 
grade will be waived for the 
tackle football season, Keys 
said. All signups will be online 
this year and should be com-

pleted by Saturday, June 20.
Anyone who does not have 

access to the Internet is asked 
to sign up during one of the 
two equipment handout days 
scheduled the week of July 6. 
Those who have access to the 
Internet can find the signup 
forms on the Google docu-
ment found on the Paris Ti-
ger Youth Football Facebook 
page.

Baseline concussion screen-

ings are required, Keys said, 
and are scheduled from 8 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, July 11, at 
John P. Allen Field. Those at-
tending are asked to print and 
complete the consent form for 
the screening prior to arriving 
for each players allotted time 
slot.  

Time slots are based on 
player’s last name as follows: 
8 a.m. A-C; 8:30 a.m. D-F; 
9 a.m. G-I; 9:30 a.m.  J-L; 10 

a.m. M-O; 10:30 a.m. P-R; 
11a.m.  S-U; and 11:30 a.m. 
V-Z.

The first week of tackle 
football practice will be July 
13 with times and days to be 
announced, Keys said. The 
jamboree is being host by Ca-
sey this year and is scheduled 
Aug. 1.

Anyone who has questions 
or additional questions may 
email paristigerjl@gmail.com.

Tiger youth football signups are due by June 20

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Embarras River Ba-
sin Agency, Inc. (ERBA), in 
cooperation with the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) through the Com-
munity Services Block Grant 
(CSBG), has scholarships 
available for income eligible 
individuals who want to attend 
college this fall.  

ERBA serves the following 
nine counties: Edgar, Clark, 

ERBA scholarship money available for this fall
Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Jasper, Lawrence and 
Richland.  A limited number 
of $500 scholarships will be 
awarded to eligible applicants 
in each of these counties.

To be eligible for consider-
ation, applicants must attend 
an Illinois college, university 

or community college as a full-
time student during the fall 
2020 semester, have at least a C 
average, and must meet CSBG 
income guidelines.  

Applications are available 
now at www.erbainc.org. Edgar 
County residents without In-
ternet access may call 217-465-

4911 and Clark County resi-
dents may call 217-712-2090 
for more information about 
the application process and to 
schedule an appointment to re-
turn the completed application 
before June 26.  

REUSE
the news

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CLARION, Pa. — Taylor 
David, of Ashmore, gradu-
ated cum laude in May from 
Clarion University in Penn-
sylvania with a BS in speech 
pathology and audiology. He 
was also named to the dean’s 
list for the spring 2020 se-
mester. A student must earn 
at least a 3.5 GPA to make the 
dean’s list. 

David makes 
the dean’s list
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multi-phase approach for ad-
dressing major maintenance 
issues at the Edgar County 
Courthouse. The documenta-
tion justifies the need for proj-
ects such as replacement of the 
main slate roof and decorative 
metal work on the roof, dealing 
with the courthouse’s aging ele-
vator and masonry and exterior 
structural repairs. Rough esti-
mates were provided for doing 
so but the report also notes the 
different projects are likely to 
be done over a period of years, 
resulting in the need to revise 
current estimates to reflect fu-
ture construction costs. 

Accepting the report does 
not commit the county to any 
action, but it does accomplish 
two important objectives. The 
county now has a prioritized 
list for maintenance and the 
documentation proves the 
county has shovel-ready proj-
ects for outside funding.

“We are in a position to 
move nimbly as grant money 
becomes available,” said Voigt.

The report puts the slate 

roof as the top priority, and 
that has an estimated cost of 
$1.6 million, which includes 
professional design services.

Based on the size of the proj-
ect, the county is seeking a por-
tion of the $25 million Rebuild 
Illinois Public Infrastructure 
Grant. That grant deadline is at 
the end of June.

Prices for other projects in 
the report are $300,000 for 
masonry and exterior structur-
al repairs, and $1.1 million for 
elevator replacement.

An elevator is required to 
keep the building compliant 
with the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act, and part of the 
project will look at the feasi-
bility of moving the elevator 
shaft from the center rotunda 
and restoring that space to 
its original appearance. That 
work would include restoring 
the stained-glass skylight now 
blocked by the elevator shaft. 

The main concern is the age 
of the elevator. While it is in 
safe working condition, it may 
not be possible to find parts if a 
mechanical issue develops. 

“The elevator will be used 
even more now that we have 

BOARD
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take note of how they are 
supposed to treat each oth-
er,” said Smith, referring to a 
need to continue being pro-
active to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus responsi-
ble for COVID-19. “There 
are plenty of spaces on the 
grounds and on the water to 
stay apart.”

The Independence Day 
celebration will be more 
subdued than in the past as a 
way of reducing the amount 
of time people spend in a 
crowded situation. No food 
trucks are participating as 
they did last year. The city did 
approve a concession agree-
ment Monday night with Re-
becca Rich, doing busines as 
We Li Kit Farmstand, to op-
erate the concession stand in 
Twin Lakes Park.

As a result, the concession 
stand will be open for food 
and refreshments for the July 
4 celebration. Rich is also 
responsible for having the 
miniature golf course and the 
batting cages available since 
those activities can be done 

with proper social distancing. 
Smith said the Splash Park 

and All-Abilities Playground 
will not be open on July 4 
unless Governor JB Pritzker 
advances the speed at which 
Illinois can return to a fully 
open status. 

The city has canceled the 
traditional patriotic concert 
by the Paris City Band that al-
ways accompanied the July 4 
festivities. No other bands or 
live music performances are 
planned for the day.

“That would put people 
too close together,” said 
Smith. “We are trying to get 
people back, but we are tell-
ing them to be smart about it. 
The council thinks the com-
munity needs the Fourth.”

Among the action items, 
the council:
Approved a $6,206 TIF 

grant to Soleil Body Salon. 
The grant covers about half of 
the expense for improving air 
conditioning in the building.
Approved $45,000 from 

the TIF Downtown fund 
to partially reimburse the 
more than six-figure expense 
for demolishing the unsafe 
building on the public square 

that housed the former Citi-
zens National Bank Building 
and later Dimond Bros. In-
surance offices.
Approved a $10,000 TIF 

grant and $13,000 TIF loan to 
Allen Vietor for demolishing a 
building on Jasper Street.

City attorney Rich Kash re-
ported, via a phone call, work 
with a title company is helping 
clear the way to start the nec-
essary documentation to raze 
some of the derelict buildings 
in town. 

Following the meeting, 
Smith confirmed when Pritz-
ker moved the state to Phase 
3 allowing the opening small 
retail shops, with proper pre-
cautions, that also cleared the 
way for people to have garage 
sales at home. The mayor not-
ed public health guidelines of 
wearing masks, limiting the 
number of people in an area 
and social distancing also ap-
ply to garage sales.

“The city is not going to do 
anything adverse to the gov-
ernor’s orders,” said Smith. “If 
somebody wants to have a ga-
rage sale, we won’t stop them, 
but we want them to do it as 
safely as possible.”

FIREWORKS
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well, we may review projects 
again in January 2021 for the 
second portion of the fiscal 
year,” Larson said. He said con-
tingency funds are built into 
the new budget as preparation 
to the uncertainty of how the 
fiscal year will unfold due to the 
pandemic.

The school board members 
also approved an amended 
budget for the current fiscal 
year. Larson said due to the 
number of grants the district 
received this year, an amended 
budget is necessary because it 
reflects the actual revenue and 
expenditures for the fiscal year.

Larson explained changes in 
the revenue for the district in-
cluded how the district was re-
imbursed for the breakfast and 
lunch programs. The programs 
are usually financed by the 
USDA but when the pandemic 
forced the school closures, the 
food program was switched to 
the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation’s summer meal program.

The district also received a 
$50,000 grant to replace the 
walk-in freezers as well as sever-
al pre-school grants to operate 
Paris 95’s growing pre-school 
program.

The amended budget is 
available for inspection on the 
district’s web site for 30 days 
until the July 13 board meet-
ing when approval is anticipat-
ed. Larson said the tentative 
FY2020 budget which was 
presented and approved by the 
board for public inspection is 
also now on display and is ex-
pected to be approved at the 
same July 13 meeting.

Larson also recommended 
the board approve the dis-
trict’s tentative tax levy which 
remains the same as the past 
three years. A truth in taxation 
hearing will be held prior to 
the July 13 board meeting be-
cause the levy — as it has the 
past three years — exceeds 5%. 
Larson reminded the board the 
district is not raising taxes but 
simply making sure the dis-
trict receives the most money 
possible to operate the school 
district.

The board also approved 
the application for Paris 95 
to continue with the Alterna-
tive Learning Opportunities 
Program, also known as Par-
is Alternative Learning Site 
(PALS). The program allows 
teenagers and young adults to 
attend computer classes at the 
PALS learning site on Eads Ave. 
and complete requirements for 
their high school diploma. The 
district also offers a similar 
program for adults who want 
to complete their high school 
education.

Since election day 2020 has 
been deemed a school holiday, 
Larson explained the 2020-
2021 school calendar previ-
ously approved by the school 
board must be amended to add 
an additional day at the end of 
the school day followed by the 
emergency days. 

Larson said the change does 
not impact any school breaks 
but noted if all the emergency 
days are used, the school year 
will officially conclude June 1, 
2021.

The board approved several 
house cleaning chores prior 
to the beginning of the work 
on the district’s annual audit. 

PARIS 95
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quite a bit of school work. The 
remodels are not as common 
as new construction,” said 
Phipps. “This is probably the 
first time we have converted 
a school to apartments. Most 
remodels are to fit a school’s 
needs.”

When the work is done 43 
new apartments ranging in size 
from studio to two bedrooms 
will be available for senior cit-
izens looking to downsize into 
well-built and modern homes. 
The remodel will result in 19 
units on the third floor, 10 on 
the second floor and 14 units 
on the first floor, which is be-
low grade rather than at street 
level.

Different additions over the 
years to the original building 
resulted in mismatched floor 
levels within the building. As 
a result, the new elevator being 
installed will make five stops 
for the first, second, third and 
the 1 ½ and 2 ½ floors. Lo-
cated in the south end of the 
building, the elevator is near 
the area that was administra-
tive offices when Paris Union 
School District 95 closed the 
building and moved to a new 
structure north of town.

Phipps’ pride is evident in 
what CORE Construction and 
the subcontractors have ac-
complished so far as he moves 
through the building explain-
ing what is happening in each 
area. He explained the design 
team responsible for reconfig-
uring the interior space went 
to great lengths to make sure 
this is not a cookie-cutter op-
eration. While somewhat sim-
ilar, each apartment will have 
unique elements contributing 
to different living environ-
ments for the occupants.

An octagon area on the west 
side of the building is resulting 
in an apartment that has some 
unusual angles for the walls. 
An apartment on the north 

side will have a soaring 16-foot 
ceiling in the kitchen/living 
room area, but the bedroom 
and bathroom space will have a 
more normal eight-foot height.

Plans are for the second and 
third floor apartments facing 
Main Street to be finished with 
the original pressed tin ceilings 
salvaged from elsewhere in the 
building. The tall replacement 
windows for these apartments 
will be shaded on the lower 
half to provide privacy while 
the top half of the window will 
afford a view inside for people 
on Main Street to see the tin 
ceilings.

Some of the apartments will 
have the original terrazzo floor-
ing for the entry hall with the 
refinished hardwood floors of 
the classroom space serving in 
the living area proper.

Phipps said workers had a 
laborious job removing the 
carpeting and underlayment 
that covered the hardwood 
floors, which are on the way 
to looking stunning. Some of 
the floors have 2 ½-inch maple 
boards.

Original classroom doors 
serve for the apartment en-
trances although new glass and 
hardware will be used. Every 
apartment will have its own 
circuit breaker box as well as a 
water heater and HVAC sys-

APARTMENT
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON  — Police 
Chief Ray Sollars received a 
letter of commendation during 
the Wednesday, June 10, Broc-
ton Village Board meeting.

Village president Dennis 
Cary explained Sollars was con-
tacted May 14 when a Brocton 
resident’s wife was having a 
medical issue. A complicating 
factor was the couple was out 
of town and had been unsuc-
cessful in communicating their 
location to other emergency 
personnel.

Sollars, while still on duty in 
Brocton, coordinated a search 
involving Edgar County 911, 
the Edgar County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Vigo County Indiana 911 
and other Indiana authorities. 

Thanks to Sollar’s efforts, 
Indiana responders located the 
car between Shirkieville and 
Libertyville and rushed the 
woman to a hospital. She had 
an allergic reaction that did not 
respond to the use of her EpiP-
en. 

She credited Sollars with 
saving her life after she was re-
leased from the hospital.

“I think his actions were 
above and beyond the call of 

duty,” said Cary. 
The mayor provided Sollars 

with a letter of commendation 
for inclusion in the chief ’s file 
and village board members 
provided a standing ovation as 
Sollars accepted the letter.

It was announced a con-
struction project to replace half 
of the water mains in the village 
is set to start in July.

Cary and village trustee Mar-
shel Murphy Jr. recently had a 
pre-construction meeting with 
the contractor.

“They are doing one street at 
a time, so they won’t have a lot 
of material laying around,” said 
Murphy.

The water main work is 
funded through a United States 
Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development grant, and 
the village’s engineering firm is 
preparing a second grant appli-
cation seeking money to do the 
other half of the village as a fu-
ture project.

It is hoped the new mains 
will significantly reduce the 
amount of treated water the vil-
lage is losing through the pres-
ent system. Some large leaks 
were repaired in 2019 but the 
loss continues.

Cary said the current think-

Sollars commended for 
coordinating woman’s rescue

ing is the water loss is the re-
sult to numerous small leaks 
that are hard to detect.

Prior to the meeting, 
Cary stated Brocton has lost 
nearly 2 million gallons of 
treated water in a year’s time.

It was noted almost all 
of the people who were de-
linquent on water bills last 
month have since paid and 
only a few remain in arrears.

Trustee Debbie Porter 
announced plans discussed 
at the May meeting for the 
community center commit-
tee to provide sack lunches 
twice a week over the sum-
mer for children living in 
the village are canceled. The 
change resulted from the 
Douglas County Health De-
partment coordinating with 
the Shiloh School District to 
make hot lunches available 
to the children in the village 
Monday through Friday. 
The Front Street Market 
in Hume is preparing the 
meals that comply with nu-
tritional standards set by the 
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation.

“We decided our money 
would be better spent on 
another project,” said Porter. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairieopress.net

Symmes Township resident 
Brent Becker is not happy.

He complained Wednes-
day, June 10, to Edgar Coun-
ty board members, claiming 
the contractors building the 
Illinois Rivers High-Voltage 
Transmission Line for Ameren 
are not respecting private 
property or public infrastruc-
ture. When completed, the 
345,000-volt line will carry 
electricity from Missouri to 
Indiana. 

Becker was among a group 
of Edgar County landowners 
that fought the construction of 
the power line but lost the case 
when the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to hear it.

“They promised to put pads 
over sensitive tile. That didn’t 
happen. They’ve destroyed my 
tile,” said Becker.

He said the contractor is un-
concerned about the mess they 
are making on his property and 
have left large shards of wood 
laying about that in a flood 
will get into his fields, damage 
crops and, if not found, punc-
ture combine tires during a 
harvest — an expense that will 
run into several thousands of 
dollars.

Becker reported the large 
timber pads that are supposed 
to be used for distributing the 
weight of heavy equipment like 
concrete trucks were not se-
cured in place and floated away 
with the heavy rains of the June 
3 storm. Those timbers piled 
up at a culvert on state Route 1, 
flooding the highway and near-
ly caused an accident when a 

vehicle hydroplaned upon en-
tering the flood water.

“It was a serious matter 
when they didn’t stake down 
those pads,” said Becker. “I had 
19 of those pads float through 
my crops.”

Becker acknowledged the 
county cannot offer any re-
dress to what is happening on 
his private property, saying he 
was meeting with a lawyer after 
the county board meeting, but 
he noted the damage is not just 
to private property. The con-
tractors, he said, are destroying 
ditches and county and town-
ship roads without regard to 
the damage.

In addition, Becker an-
nounced plans to protest his 
tax bill in belief the damage he 
has sustained has lowered his 
property value. 

County board members 
discussed the issue with Ed-
gar County Engineer Aaron 
Lawson. They were especially 
concerned by the danger when 
the timbers floating away and 
flooded Route 1.

Lawson said when it comes 
to safety issues on either the 
county or township roads he 
has the authority and is pre-
pared to act immediately to fix 
a dangerous situation. He, how-
ever, does not have jurisdiction 
over Route 1. He stressed any 
repercussions stemming from 
that incident are between the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation, Ameren and the 
contractors.

“On Monday, I talked to 
the construction foreman and 
told him they were not follow-
ing the road use agreement 

and the county highway de-
partment will monitor them 
closely,” said county board 
member Karl Farnham Jr., 
adding a comment to Lawson, 
“To me, you are responsible to 
see they are doing right by the 
roads.”

Therein lies a dilemma. 
Lawson said the road use 
agreement between the coun-
ty, the townships and Ameren 
acknowledges this construc-
tion project will destroy the 
roads. It is Ameren’s respon-
sibility to put everything back 
as good as it was, or better, 
when the project is complete.

Lawson said the highway 
department is documenting 
all damage to make a claim 
against Ameren to either have 
something fixed or pay the 
highway department to do it. 
He explained rushing out to fix 
something without Ameren’s 
approval relieves the utility 
company of its responsibility.

Josh Knight, of the Edgar 
County Highway Depart-
ment, is the point man with 
Ameren. He said his Ameren 
contact has already approved 
some repairs to the roads and 
usually pays the highway de-
partment to do the work. 

Board members confirmed 
an understanding everything 
cannot be fixed as soon as the 
damage occurs while empha-
sizing they want the highway 
department to be the board’s 
eyes and ears and stay on top 
of developments.

“We expect the highway 
department to be squeaky 
wheel,” said board member 
Derrick Lorenzen. 

Becker complains of contractor damage

tem. Foam insulation be-
tween the walls of adjoining 
units acts as sound proofing 
as well as contributing to 
maintaining comfort in the 
homes. 

The apartments lack a 
washer and dryer hookup 
but there will be common 
laundry space for residents.

Phipps pointed out new, 
energy efficient windows 
are going into the building. 
The windows are being 
made by a manufacturer in 
Southern Illinois to recreate 
the look of the original win-
dows from 1909, with the 
top sash having nine panes 
over a single pane sash 
on the bottom. New peri-
od-looking doors are also 
going into the entryways.

“Everything is getting re-
placed, except the paladin 
windows, which will be re-
stored,” said Phipps.

Much work remains, but 
Phipps is confident CORE 
Construction can bring 
the project in on time. His 
biggest concern is the cab-
inet and appliance vendors 
could disrupt the schedule 
by failing to fill orders in a 
timely fashion.

“A lot of those factories 
shut down because of the 
coronavirus,” Phipps said. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A surprise workers encountered while renovating the former 
Paris High School was surviving sections of the original 
pressed tin ceiling that was hidden by subsequent remodels 
of the building. Enough of the tin was salvaged that it can 
reused in some areas of the new senior apartment building.

changed traffic flow into the 
courthouse,” said Voigt.

There is only one public 
access point through the 
north basement door that 
opens onto the driveway. 
As a security measure, the 
four doors at the top of 
the exterior stairs leading 
to the main floor are kept 
locked. 

Near the end of the 
meeting it was announced 
a team of insurance inspec-
tors visited the jail Tues-
day, June 9, to review both 
physical and policy chang-
es that have occurred since 
the jail closed in December 
2019 because the company 
refused to cover the build-
ing’s use as a jail. 

Voigt said the visit went 
well and the insurance ex-
ecutives appeared pleased 
with the progress but 
were not prepared to OK 
re-opening the jail at that 
time without further re-
view of their findings.

“They do understand the 
count is bleeding money by 
housing inmates at other fa-
cilities,” Voigt said. 

Larson explained the auditors 
require journal entries be ap-
proved by business manager 
Sally Keller and Larson. 

“I like to bring them to the 
board of education for approval 
as well to ensure documenta-
tion,” he said.

The audit by Kemper CPA 
is expected to start in July. The 
audit was previously complet-
ed by Larsson, Woodyard and 
Henson of Paris but that firm is 
no longer doing school audits.

In other business, the 
board:
Approved final reading 

several policies as recom-
mended by the Illinois Asso-
ciation of School Boards.
Approved the posting of 

compensation reports for all 
district employees. The re-
port includes how much each 
employed was paid the prior 
year and how much they are 
scheduled to be paid or the 
upcoming year.
Approved new contracts 

for the Larson, Mayo Middle 
School principal Kyle Shay 
and Wenz School principal 
Megan Carroll.
Set the monthly board of 

education meetings for 5 p.m. 
the second Monday of each 
month at the district’s office 
at 300 South Eads Ave.
Approved the risk man-

agement plan.
Approved a resolution, 

required annually, outlining 
the expenses that can be reim-
bursed to school board mem-
bers.
Accepted donations 

of $7,950 from Cargill and 
$1,000 from Joe’s Pizza to 
support the COVID-19 ex-
penditures. 
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Thomas D. Carroll, Director                                                    (217) 465-6311 
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                              Fax (217) 465-6312
www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

JUNE 3

Get a smart start on  
your future at Ivy Tech!
Now more than ever, Ivy Tech Community College 
can prepare students for work in Indiana’s most in-
demand career fields, or help students save on costs 
toward a bachelor’s degree program. Residents of 
Clark, Crawford, and Edgar counties also qualify for 
Indiana in-state tuition.

RSVP now to attend Ivy Tech Terre Haute’s  
Virtual Enrollment Day and:

• Get 1-on-1 help with enrollment steps

• Register for classes

• Discuss financial aid options

• Talk with academic advisors to 
 get questions answered

Summer classes start June 8 and are mostly virtual 
or online. Fall classes start August 24 with a variety 
of class options.

RSVP FOR VIRTUAL ENROLLMENT DAY AT 
IVYTECH.EDU/VISITUS
QUESTIONS?  (812) 298-2280  OR  ACOX87@IVYTECH.EDU

VIRTUAL
IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENROLLMENT DAY

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

In Loving Memory of

GeorgeGeorge  DavidDavid
You’ve been gone a year, but seems 

like yesterday. I miss our little 
adventures and day trips. You’re in 
my heart and on my mind. You are 

missed by family and friends.

Love Always,
Dianna & Family & our Friends

Offering campers, travelers, and locals 
a place to enjoy a quality meal in a 

Beautiful SettingBeautiful Setting

For more info visit our page atFor more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Our restaurant is the perfect spot for stepping 
off the trail to relax with friends and family! 

Head Chef Kyle Posey prepares incredible 
entrees to satisfy any palate! 

SUNDAY BRUNCH    10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

WILMA JEAN WARMOUTH
Wilma Warmouth, 91, of 

Paris, passed away at 2:10 a.m. 
Sunday, June 7, 2020, at Twin 

Lakes Rehab 
& Health 
Care. She 
was a devoted 
homemaker 
and childcare 
provider.

P r i v a t e 
burial is in 

Edgar Cemetery. Templeton 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

Mrs. Warmouth was born 
May 4, 1929, at Casey, the 
daughter of the late Gyneth 
Stults. She married Robert 
Woodrow Warmouth April 17, 
1951, at Toledo, and he preced-
ed her in death May 12, 1979.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Mary (Doug) Barker of 
Paris; three grandchildren, 
Steve Barker (Whitney Haase) 
of Paris, Lori Miller (Ryan 

Meier) of St. Charles, Mo., 
and Tina (Ray) Mahurin of 
Sullivan; six great-grandchil-
dren, Robert (Ashley) Inman, 
Michelle (Levi) German, 
Leanna (Jonathan) Wilhoit, 
Caleb Miller, Caullin Barker 
and Lauryn Barker; and five 
great-great-grandchildren, 
Brooklyn, Hayley, and Gunner 
Inman, Pierce German and 
Blade Wilhoit.

She was preceded in death 
by a son, R. Eugene War-
mouth.

Mrs. Warmouth served as 
a Cub Scout Den Mother for 
a number of years. She loved 
quilting, working in her yard 
caring for her dog and was hap-
piest when spending time with 
her family.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Paul Warner Animal 
Rescue.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

ANGIE SNEDEN
BRAZORIA, Texas — 

Angie Berry Sneden, 52, of 
Brazoria, Texas, and formerly 
of Paris, passed away Sunday, 
June 7, 2020, at her home.

Cremation is scheduled 
and no services are planned. 

ELEANOR ANKER
Eleanor Droll Anker, 101, 

passed away May 19, 2020, af-
ter an extended illness.  

A grave-
side service 
is Wednes-
day, June 17, 
in St. Mary's 
C e m e t e r y. 
In keeping 
with federal 
mandates, the 

service is limited to immediate 
family only. Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

ELLEN BENNETT
MARSHALL — Ellen Joan 

Harris Bennett, 92, of Martins-
ville, passed away Friday, June 

5, 2020, at her 
home. 

A private 
graveside ser-
vice honoring 
her life will 
take place at 
Bellair Cem-
etery in Bel-

lair. Pearce Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DELORES NICKLES
MARSHALL — Delores J. 

Nickles, 81, formerly of Terre 
Haute, Ind., passed away 1:24 

p.m. Fri-
day, June 5, 
2020, at Paris 
Hea l t h c a re 
Center, Paris.

A grave-
side service 
was 1:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, 

June 10, at Auburn Cemetery. 
Visitation was from noon to 1 
p.m. Wednesday at Pearce Fu-
neral Home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Auburn Cem-
etery Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com. 

OWEN HENDRIX
MARSHALL — Owen 

Wayne “Peanuts” Hendrix, 
91, of Marshall, passed away 

at 1:54 a.m. 
Sunday, June 
7, 2020, in 
his home.

A military 
g r a v e s i d e 
service was 
6:30 p.m. 
Friday, June 
12, at Mar-
shall Ceme-
tery.  A drive 
through vis-

itation was from 3 to 6 p.m. 
Friday at Pearce Funeral 

ALICE HARTKE
OAKLAND — Alice Joan 

Hartke, 86, of Oakland, and 
formerly of Mattoon, passed 

away due to 
COV I D - 1 9 
June 3, 2020, 
at Charles-
ton Rehabil-
itation and 
Health Care 
Center. 

A grave-
side service is 11 a.m. today, 
June 13, at Oakland Ceme-
tery. Krabel Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Hartke was born May 
14, 1934, at Brocton, the 
daughter of the late Owen 
and Ettoil St. Clair Coon. She 
married Gene Hartke Jan. 
22, 1964, He preceded her in 
death in 2015.

She is survived by two chil-
dren, Kim (Bob) Southworth 
of Oakland and Kurt (Cheryl) 
Hartke of Mahomet; two sis-
ters, Norma Neese of Mattoon 
and Marcella Shoemaker of 
Decatur; five grandchildren, 
Austin, Payton and Nathan 
Hartke of Bloomington, Mi-
chael (Katie) Southworth of 
Tuscola and Nikki (Stephen) 
Guerrero of Oakland; three 
sisters-in-law, Linda Hartke 

of Florida, Lila Gibbon of Eff-
ingham and Linda (Martin) 
Hutmacher of Teutopolis; a 
brother-in-law, Roy (Sylvia) 
Hartke of Effingham; nine 
great-grandchildren, Logan, 
Owen, Carly and Ally South-
worth of Brownsburg, Ind., 
Tristan, Noah and Haley 
Southworth of Tuscola and 
Preston Bancroft and Ophelia 
Guerrero of Oakland. 

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Jack and Jim 
Coon; two sisters, Kathryn 
Chamberlain and Mary Ann 
Richey; and a grandson, Jared 
Southworth. 

Mrs. Hartke and her hus-
band owned and operated the 
Crystal Club in Effingham 
from 1955 to 1986. Many 
people have fond memories 
of the live music, dancing and 
time spent with friends at the 
Crystal. 

She enjoyed decorating, 
working in her yard and be-
ing with her family, especially 
to watch the grandkids’ ball-
games. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com. 

HELEN CUTRIGHT
CASEY — Helen Elizabeth 

Cutright, 91, of Casey, and for-
merly of Greenup, passed away 

at 8:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 
9, 2020, at 
Simple Bless-
ings.   

 A grave-
side service 
is 12:30 p.m., 
Monday, June 
15, at Rose-

lawn Cemetery, Charleston. 
Markwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Cumberland County 
Fair Association.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

NANCY CULLER
CASEY — Nancy M. Cole-

man Culler, 59, of Hazel Dell, 
and formerly of Casey, passed 

away at 12:40 
p.m. Monday, 
June 8, 2020, 
at her home. 

A memo-
rial service is 
at a later date. 
Markwell fu-
neral Home 

is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

ROLAND BENNETT
KANSAS — Roland 

Dale Bennett, 64, of Kansas, 
passed away Wednesday, June 

10, 2020, at 
his home.  

 A grave-
side funeral 
is 3:30 p.m. 
M o n d a y , 
June 15, at 
F a i r v i e w 
C e m e t e r y. 

Harper-Swickard Funeral 
Home of Charleston is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mr. Bennett was born April 
7, 1956, at Paris, the son of 
the late Laura May Kirkham 
Bennett and John Ashmore 
Bennett.  

He is survived by three 
children, Andrea Dayle Ben-
nett of Casey, Faren Kacy 
(Michael) Long of Toledo, 
and Stanley Norris Ben-

nett of Monticello, Ind.; a 
stepdaughter, Ashley Dawn 
(Shawn) of Charleston; six 
grandchildren, Landen Neil 
Millam, Kyra Jay Leigh Gil-
liam, Peyton Long, Korbyn 
Bennett, Weslyn Long and 
Kyler Ratliff; one step-grand-
daughter, Melodey Drake; 
four brothers, Kevin (Deb) 
Bennett, Ross Bennett and 
Loren Bennett, all of Kan-
sas, and Jerrald Bennett of 
Charleston; and one sister 
Luana (Troy) Washburn of 
Marshall.  

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Keith Bennett.

 Mr. Bennett  was a long-
time employee of Charleston 
Stone Company and retired 
from North American Light-
ing.  He was a proud father 
and grandfather and loved 
spending time with his fam-
ily.

NAOMI BAKER 
WEST YORK — Naomi 

Nelle Patchett Baker, 96, of 
West York, passed away at 

9:30 p.m. 
T u e s d a y , 
June 9, 2020, 
at Heartland 
Nursing Cen-
ter, Casey. 

A grave-
side service 
was 10 a.m. 

Friday, June 12, at Wesley 
Chapel Cemetery, rural Mar-
tinsville, with Pastor Danny 
Harper officiating. Greenwell 
Funeral Home was in charge 
of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Hutsonville Her-
itage House. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.    

BENNETTHARTKE

WARMOUTH

CUTRIGHT NICKLES

BENNETT

ANKER

BAKER

CULLER

HENDRIX

Home.
Memorial donations may 

be made to the Marshall 
Cemetery Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
We are living in a time that 

seems to have more negative news 
than positive. While events in our 
society are negative and horrible, 
there is also a lot of good in our 
world and our community.

I am blessed to work with a great 
group of volunteers that are serving 
the families of our community that 
are food insecure. The volunteers 
of Food for Kids weekly meet to 
package food that young people 
take home on the weekends from 
school to help them get through 
the weekend allowing them to re-
turn to school ready to learn. They 
are a fun group that are concerned 
about our Paris community. Even 
when schools were closed because 
of COVID this dedicated group 
continued to meet and package 
food. I want to thank these volun-
teers for their dedicated selfless 
service to our community.

I also want to thank the Edgar 
County Farm Bureau for their 
support. They allow us to use 
their building for storage and for a 
place to meet. The Edgar County 
Community Foundation is another 
group that helps us to accomplish 
our goal and deserves our gratitude. 

Also, to the Ladies in the Pros-
pect Bank Trust Department who 
work behind the scenes taking care 
of our finances and keeping me 
straightened out, thank you. To the 
administrators, teachers, school 
nurses and secretaries of the Paris 
schools thank you for your help 
and feedback. I want all of these 
people to know Food for Kids 
appreciates your help.

To the Paris community, we are 

indebted to you as well. Our pro-
gram has been blessed with your 
financial support. Thank you to the 
churches, civic groups, individuals 
and others that I am forgetting to 
list for your support.

We need to look around and see 
the good and the positive and not 
focus on the negative that seems to 
get more headlines. We are just a 
small program, but one that I think 
is making a positive impact in our 
community. Look around, there 
are other groups and individuals 
that are doing good things. People 
working together to make a differ-
ence.

Thank you
Kurt Speece,  pastor

Bell Ridge Christian Church

Black lives matter
Editor, The Prairie Press:

In regards to Black Lives Matter,
Maurice Jelks, 39 years old
John Tiggs, 32 years old
Tommie Gatewood, 27 years old
Angelo Bronson, 36 years old
Lazarra Daniels, 18 years old
Jaquawn Newman, 26 years old
Darius Jelks, 31 years old
Keishanay Bolden, 18 years old
Jalieel Jackson, 28 years old
Rest in peace, Chicago, May 31, 

2020
Black Lives Matter.

Tom and Pat Egan
Paris

Police discussion rife 
with Democrat rhetoric
Editor, The Prairie Press:

I have to disagree with Ms. 

Griffith’s comment in her letter to 
the editor last week of “Well done, 
Chief,” in reference to the Minne-
apolis Police Chief taking off his 
hat before responding to the Floyd 
family and saying that all Minne-
apolis officers are now complicit in 
the death of Floyd.  His respect was 
too little, too late. 

When Nathan the prophet 
confronted King David about his 
sins of murder and adultery, David 
doesn’t say, “All my people are com-
plicit in my sin.” Instead, he admits 
that it is he, and he alone, who has 
sinned against God. The Minneap-
olis Police Chief is deflecting blame 
from himself here, when instead, 
he, who heads up that police force, 
bears all responsibility for the 
conduct of his officers.It was his 
error not to have long ago rid the 
department of an officer with 17 
complaints for abuse laid against 
him.  

Nor are “black people executed 
with impunity” except by other 
black people. It is a myth promot-
ed by Democrats and the media 
that blacks are purposefully killed 
by white policemen, or by any 
policemen for that matter. In actual 
fact, a police officer is 18.5 times 
more likely to be killed by a black 
man than a black man is to be killed 
by a police officer. A black man is 
11 times more likely to be killed 
by another black man than by any 
white man, according to the FBI.  
The Washington Post states that 
of the police shootings in 2020 
149 whites were killed while 76 
blacks were killed. Only nine of 
those black men were unarmed. 
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Nation 
can’t afford 
a sloppy 
vote count

If case you haven’t noticed, many a 
shaggy haired man or woman in Ed-
gar County is walking with a spring 
in their step and smile on their face 
because local salons and barber-
shops are once again — along with 
our restaurants many of whom are 
now offering sit-down service, albeit 
at a government-imposed reduced 
capacity.

All of our local businesses know 
the difficulty of opening their doors 
again. Not only are the number of 
customers allowed into an establish-
ment limited, customers and staff 
will have to abide by certain safety 
precautions.

Making those adjustments are 
not cheap. Business owners have to 
weigh whether the extra costs asso-
ciated with reopening will be worth 
it. Some took a cautious approach to 
protect customers and staff. There 
are plenty of challenges ahead.

Our readers know a couple of 
times a year, we encourage people 
to shop at local small businesses 
whether it be a retailer, a hardware 
store or a restaurant. While this 
editorial is no different to many of 
you, it is in one aspect. Shopping 
at a local business may mean the 
difference whether that restaurant or 

retail business survives. 
Visit a business forced to close 

since March and be as generous as 
you can when you order, buy and 
tip. You may not be able to because 
the shutdown affected your pay-
check as well — but support a local 
business if you can.

If the stimulus check you received 
is extra money for you, consider 
treating yourself and supporting 
your community — and don’t forget 
nonprofits when you do so.

Just about every business was hurt 
by the shutdown that has been in 
place since mid-March, but small 
businesses are especially vulnerable.

A 2016 study by JP Morgan Chase 
Institute showed half of small busi-
nesses hold a cash buffer of 27 days. 
They were closed more than twice 
that long with expenses such as 
utilities and rent going out — with 
no money coming in.

Other studies show that the small-
er the business, the bigger the risk of 
going out-of-business. Big business 
fail, too, but small businesses are the 

lifeblood of communities. We need 
them and they need us.

Small businesses are big contrib-
utors to our communities. Surveys 
consistently show that for every dol-
lar you spend at a local, independent 
business, more of that money stays 
in your community than if you spent 
that buck with a national business. 
About 48% of what you spend at a 
local business is recirculated into the 
community. A chain store recircu-
lates less than 14%.

Economics aside, shopping at a lo-
cal small business provides a better 
customer experience. You probably 
know the person behind the cash 
register — and you may even know 
the owner. 

That should make you feel safer 
than dealing with strangers.

Small businesses give a commu-
nity character. You can find chain 
stores in every city in the nation, but 
that locally owned store is some-
thing special in the community in 
which you live.

Our communities may never be 
the same after what we’ve collective-
ly experienced the last few months, 
but we can get start getting on with 
our lives as best we can. That means 
shopping and dining locally.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Support local businesses

People are doing good in a negative time
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This essay is not about who should be 
elected president in November, but about 
something arguably as important: How 

to avoid a sloppy election 
count, which could throw 
the nation into chaos. 

Election counts have 
been politicized throughout 
American history. As we 
are both native to Illinois, 
we have beaucoup home-
grown examples. Over the 
early history of Chicago, for 
example, honest elections 
were considered quaint. 
In an 1883 election in the 

Windy City, the second precinct of the 
Ninth Ward recorded 1,183 votes — from 
the total of 351 persons found to be living 
in the precinct. George Washington, Abra-
ham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson and other 
distinguished Americans were among those 
who signed in as voters. Need we go on?

In 1960, most close observers conclud-
ed that intensely loyal precinct officials of 
Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley, knowing 
who buttered their bread, stole the election 
in Illinois for John F. Kennedy. JFK “won” 
Illinois by 8,858 votes out of nearly 5 mil-
lion cast statewide, on a surge of suspicious 
late-night returns from Daley’s most reliable 
precincts.

If the electoral votes of Illinois and Texas, 
one of several states with close tallies, had 
gone for Richard Nixon, he would have won.

To his everlasting credit, Nixon chose not 
to challenge the results, fearing, some say of 
his decision, that a drawn-out recount could 
throw the nation into chaos.

The present election is already being polit-
icized. Democrats appear to believe that dra-
matic increases in mail-in ballots, “required” 
by the handy rationale of the coronavirus, 
will benefit their party. President Trump 
apparently agrees, as he is already sowing 
seeds to invalidate a close election that relies 
heavily on such ballots.

Love him or hate him, most would agree 
that Trump is an alley fighter. He will use 
a broken beer bottle or other sharp edges 
at hand to achieve his objectives. Some see 
this is a good characteristic in a dangerous 
world; others are appalled. Either way, don’t 
expect him to go quietly into the night, like 
Nixon, should the vote be razor thin against 
him. Nor necessarily should he; that’s why 
there are recount provisions in the law.

But given the present intense polarization 
between political camps, it is critical that the 
vote count be seen by all sides as well-man-
aged and honest. 

The 50 states have always been responsi-
ble for the administration of elections. There 
is nothing in the U.S. Constitution to allow 
otherwise. 

And mail-in ballots have been around for 
decades. We used to call it absentee voting, 
as for the military and those in nursing 
homes. The difference is, of course, that 
today some states have begun using mail-in 
extensively, and this year others will be as 
well, for the first time. 

Our fine county clerks and municipal 
election boards are key to clean, authorita-
tive elections. 
nThey must convince voters — and 

themselves — that all ballots will be re-
ceived and counted after proper signature 
verification, and never misplaced or lost. We 
can’t have a repeat of miscues in the recent 
Wisconsin primary, where 9,000 ballots 
requested were apparently never sent out.
nBe sure local postal officials are pre-

pared for an onslaught of applications and 
ballots. 
nMake extra efforts to ensure voter rolls 

are clean and current. Officials always work 
on this, but it’s especially important when 
anticipating many mail applications. 
nHire additional staff to handle the 

increased workload; federal financial aid is 
expected for this.
nThere will undoubtedly be efforts here 

and there at ballot fraud. Officials must be 
vigilant to limit occurrences such as manip-
ulations of nursing home voting and “ballot 
harvesting,” where one person picks up and 
delivers (or not) ballots for multiple voters.
nStates that are planning to use mail-in 

ballots extensively for the first time should 
seek out lessons learned from associates in 
states who are experienced in such.

With around 130 million ballots to be cast 
in November, perfection is not attainable. 
Yet, election officials must give voters confi-
dence that they are at the top of their game, 
and that an honest count will be achieved, 
resulting ultimately in a clear winner.

We don’t think it is hyperbole to observe 
that the stability of the republic could be at 
stake in the administration of this election. 
Get cracking, state and local election offi-
cials. We cannot afford a sloppy vote count.

(A retired professor of American politics, 
Jim Nowlan has worked for three unindicted 
Illinois governors. Robert D. Michaelson was 
executive director of the Illinois State Board of 
Elections from 1976 to 2003.) 

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

See LETTERS, Page 7A

Anyone who loves Amer-
ica has to be heartsick at the 
violence, mayhem, and pil-
laging that 
ignited 
in scores 
of cities 
nation-
wide. I’m 
not talking 
about the 
peaceful 
protests 
in which 
myriads 
of citizens 
voiced their outrage at the 
killing of George Floyd by 
a depraved Minneapolis 
cop while three other cops 
blithely watched. Those 
were laudable — the latest 
in a long chain of public 
demonstrations, marches, 
and sit-ins explicitly en-
dorsed by the Bill of Rights, 
which shields “the right of 
the people peaceably to as-
semble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of 
grievances.”

But there was nothing 
admirable about the riots 
and the looting and the 
arson. What the criminals 
who wreaked so much 
havoc across America this 
past week did is abhorrent. 
Because of them, people 
are dead, businesses are 
destroyed, and neighbor-
hoods — especially minori-
ty neighborhoods — are in 
ruins. Like all rioters, they 
were motivated by greed 
and a lust to ravage, not by 
any worthy purpose. It only 
compounds the obscenity 
of Floyd’s death that it was 
used by many as an excuse 
to justify the carnage.

This has been a frighten-
ing week for America.

It has been a frightening 
week for my family.

One of my children, 
only a few years out of high 
school, is the manager of 
a pharmacy on the West 
Coast, responsible for 50 
employees and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth 
of merchandise, drugs, and 
equipment. My heart was 
in my throat last weekend 
as I read about the riots, 
looting, and arson in his 

Riots make 
scary week 
in America

See JACOBY, Page 7A

JEFF
JACOBY
RIGHT 
THINKING
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Commercial zoned former
grocery store with several
store fixtures and ample

parking. Lot size 100'X100'
Sold in "as is" condition.

5856 SQ. FT.
OF SPACE! 
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Grocery

Store
 

/ / (618) 781-3814
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Gary Neimeier
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  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair
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Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Considering that blacks 
make up only about 13% of the 
population, that seems extreme 
until you look at the other 
data. Young black men are 
three times more likely to be 
involved in general crimes than 
young white men and seven 
times more likely to commit 
murder. Thus, their interaction 
with police is greatly increased.  
And a study by the Yale Law 
Department concludes, “On 
the most extreme use of force 
– officer-involved shootings – 
we find no racial differences . 
. . when contextual factors are 
taken into account”  (in other 
words, if a suspect is armed, 
violently resisting arrest, or 
threatening the lives of police 
officers or others. )  

As for Ms. Griffiths other, 
favorite Democrat contention, 
that President Trump is racist, 
supports white supremacists, 
and favors “Bull Connor” 

tactics, I might remind her that 
the president was only 15 when 
Democrat Bull Connor turned 
fire hoses and attack dogs on 
peaceful demonstrators and 
arrested over a 1,000 children. 

She obviously stills believes 
the lie that the president had 
tear gas and rubber bullets fired 
at the people in Lafayette Park 
in Washington, a lie that has 
been debunked by several of 
the officials who were present 
at the time. As many black 
clergymen and other will 
attest, President Trump has 
done more to help the black 
community than any other 
president.  Knowing the facts 
is better than reacting with 
emotion.

Jane Witmer
Paris 

How can we justify 
second Trump term
Editor, The Prairie Press:

I don’t understand how 

moral, smart, caring Christian 
people can give their support 
to Mr. Trump for anything, 
especially to be president of 
the U.S.A. (for a second term 
no less). I have read about 
very few positive attributes he 
has or positive actions he has 
performed.

If people are on his side just 
because he claims to be against 
abortion now and just because 
he thinks it’s OK for citizens 
to have assault weapons, I 
think they are blind sighted as 
to everything else going on in 
this crazye world. 

Fortunately, most of Edgar 
County has not be personally 
affected by the COVID-19 
virus yet, but anyone living in a 
larger U.S. town probably does 
know of someone with whom 
they have worked who showed 
viral symptoms or someone 
tested positive or someone 
who died, if not a relative of 
their own.

How can Mr. Trump pur-
port to be for all Americans 

when he outrightly puts down 
foreign-born or foreign-look-
ing persons and their progeny, 
people of any color besides 
pale or suntanned white peo-
ple in blue states who didn’t 
vote for him in 2016, and 
women in general?

I lived in the D.C. suburbs 
for 20 years and married 
in the raucous 1960s. My 
elementary school was 
integrated in the 1950s, and 
some teachers were black and 
Latino. Mr. Trump has made 
it OK for people to express 
their racist feelings, to give 
people obnoxious put-down 
nicknames, to treat women 
disrespectfully and to not 
even pretend that Mr. Obama 
was a legitimate predecessor. 
So many things Mr. Trump 
has said are outrageous and 
hurtful. He needs constant 
reassurance from everyone.

It is partially Mr. Trump’s 
fault that I cannot hug or feed 
my grandson for whom I have 
babysat once a week since 
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his city. Looters came in force, 
using a pickup truck to smash 
their way through the loading 
dock entrance. Every part 
of the store was ransacked. 
Windows and plexiglass cases 
were shattered. Merchandise 
was taken from the sales floor 
and the stockroom. The worst 
of the damage was to the phar-
macy department itself. Equip-
ment was overturned, and 
scores of filled prescriptions 

were swiped. Closed-circuit 
video recorded some of the 
thieves methodically searching 
along the shelves for specific 
compounds and drugs. They 
attacked the high-tech safe 
in which the most strictly 
controlled narcotics, such as 
fentanyl and oxycodone, are 
locked up.

There has been much com-
mentary comparing this year’s 
turmoil to that in 1968. Some 
argue that things have gotten 
worse; others, that things are 
better. I can see merit on both 

sides. But on a personal level, 
the biggest difference for me 
is that I am experiencing 2020 
as a parent, and my fears and 
worry for the country I love 
are entwined with fear and 
worry for the children I love.

For years my dad had a 
furniture store on the corner of 
St. Clair Ave. and 103d St., in 
the heart of the city’s Glenville 
district. When deadly riots 
erupted in Cleveland in 1968, 
they were concentrated in 
Glenville. For days, the area 
was wracked by theft, vandal-

ism, and arson. By the time it 
was safe enough for my father 
to venture back into the city, 
he expected to find his store a 
smoking ruin.

Incredibly, he found it 
untouched. Tenants who lived 
in the apartments above the 
store had come down to the 
street and formed a human 
chain to deter looters. That 
was an act of beautiful grace in 
the midst of ugly devastation 
and anarchy.

(Jeff Jacoby is a columnist for 
The Boston Globe).
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his birth almost 12 years ago. 
If Mr. Trump had expressed 
more and earlier concern 
about the pandemic, per-
haps things would have been 
taken more seriously — more 
masks, gloves, respirators, 
tests, earlier research for a vac-
cine, schools remaining open.

How many doctors and 
nurses have died due to the 
pandemic? How many store 
employees have gone back 
to work only to get sick? My 
hat is off to them and their 
families. 

I know people need to 
pay rent or mortgages, buy 
food, pay for insurance, gas, 
property taxes, health care, 

etc. However, we still need to 
be careful around each other. 
Not wearing a mask around 
others is not a leftist political 
statement, but a matter of 
being considerate of others’ 
health.

Let us vote responsibly. 
I may do a write-in for Dr. 
Fauici, or maybe even Adam 
Schiff. There are several 
capable women, too, but I’m 
afraid our citizenry has been 
negatively influenced against 
that possibility. For the most 
part and if at all possible, I 
think a woman would keep us 
out of wars.

Charlotte Bennett,
Vermilion
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HOBY Award – Lindsey Zorn; Boy’s State Award – Drew Bradshaw; Girl’s State Award – Payton Block; Illinois Principals Association Award - Katrina Strow and Chase Hays

Wall of Fame Winners  – Jessica Augustus, Drew Cearlock, Dustin Creech, Caleb Lawson, Nathan Minnis
 Wall of Fame Nominations – Sarah Isaf, Sarah Fiscus, Cristiana Marlowe, Tyler Nicholson, Lizzie Rouse, Brianna Turner, Alayna Whitkanack
 Science Department Awards:  AP Chemistry - Dustin Creech, Advanced Chemistry - Richard Lin, Raymond Lin, Chemistry - Chance Westerfield, Physics - Payton Block, Physical Science - Zach Branson and Zadee 
Heath, Biology - Gretta Hall, Kendra Knauer, Lilly Graham, Will Templeton, Anatomy - Makayla Mattingly and Makayla Thomas, Biotechnology - Shayleigh Cline, Forensics - Dani Brooks and Katrina Strow, Enviro - Gage 
Hazelbaker, Earth - Cydney Miller, Cheyanne Miller and Garrett King
 Eco-team 2nd Place Winners/Acorn Awards – 1. Jessica Augustus 2. Shayleigh Cline 3. Rebekah Alexander 4. Drew Cearlock
 Envirothon Team 1 * 1st place regional competition – 1. Jessica Augustus 2. Shayleigh Cline 3. Rebekah Alexander 4. Sarah Wells 5. Cydney Miller
 Envirothon Team 2 – 1. Kimber Calvert, 2. Chloe Martin, 3. Greta Hall, 4. Will Templeton, 5. Lilly Smittkamp
 Social Studies Department Awards: Columbus Award – Lillyann Lamb, U.S. Award - Rachel Stone, Social Studies - Thomas Allanson
 Math & Computer Science Department Awards: Freshman Math – Ethan Vice, Sophomore Math - William Cooper Kuglin, Junior Math - Kelsie Dosch, Senior Math - Dustin Creech, Computer Science - Justyn Allen 
and Adam Creech
 ACES (formerly WYSE) – Damien Adams, Justyn Allen, Payton Block, Matthew Brouwer, Drew Cearlock, Shayleigh Cline, Adam Creech, Dustin Creech, Jordyn David, Kelsie Dosch, Raymond Lin, Richard Lin, Chloe Martin, 
Karson Martin, Nathan Minnis, Mallory Pine, Emma Pinkston, Lizzie Rouse, Jude Sullivan and Alex Wininger.
 English/Foreign Language Department Awards – English I - Charlie Perry and Ethan Vice, English II - Olivia Staley and Luke Bradley, English III - Kacey Newhart and Drew Bradshaw, English IV - Grace Joseph and 
Dustin Creech, Spanish I - Adam Creech and Alex Kennedy, Spanish II - Brayden Atkinson, Spanish III - Cydney Miller, Spanish IV - Dustin Creech, French II - Rebekah Alexander and Drew Pinkston, French III - Payton 
Block and Richard Lin

1st Year Honors (Letter/bar) – Adams, Michael; Bennett, Jeffery; Bishop, Jayden; Boatman, Anthony; Branson, Zachary K.; Breneman, Conor D.; Briseno, Vincent X.; Brown, Dakota; Brown, Elizabeth C.; Burks, Rya; 
Calvert, Kimber; Cochran, Daisy; Coombes, Kaitlyn; Cooper, Taylor; Cox, Emma; Crippes, Brady; Darch, Chloey; David, "Elliot" Maci O.; David, Hayden; Dyer, Jacob; Fiscus, Rachel; Gallagher, "Triston" Emily; Givan, Sophia; 
Gladding, Sage; Graham, Lillian; Gray, Destiny; Grubb, Abigail; Hall, Greta; Hall, Spencer; Happ, Lane; Hawkins, Deming; Hazelbaker, Gage; Heiser, Calista V.; Hess, Linden; Hoffman, Caradan; Hoffman, Larisa; Hofmann, 
Mackenzie; Huddleson, Ava; Huffman, Aubrey Johnson, Greg C.; Jones, Treston P.; Kirby, Skylar; Knauer, Kendra; Lamb, Lillyann; Larrance, Garrett; Lehman, Chance; Lewis, Kendyll D.; Littleton, Katelyn; Loveless, Nidea; 
Maschino, Claire; Maus, Kelsie B.; Mays, Sam; McConchie, Ethan; Melton, Sydney; Miller, Emily; Minor, Becca; Myles, Logan; Newhart, Kendall; Nicholson, Tyler; Peperak, Liam; Perry, Charlie; Poznanski, Kiersten; Redmon, 
Maelynn; Reed, Alyssa; Reed, Savanna; Rinesmith, Sandra; Sanders, Zoe; Selimoska, Gentjana; Smith, Kenneth; Smittkamp, Lily; Soberg, Holton "Cooper"; Stafford, Emma I.; Stuck, Reed; Sullivan, Grace; Taylor, Mytchel; 
Templeton, William; Thomas, Macie; Tingley, Trinity; Vice Ethan; Waltz, Chloe E.; Warner, Tristan M.; Watson, Dawson T.; Wells, Emily; Wells, Shawn; Whitaker, Carrigan "Shayne"; Williamson, James; Winans, Gabriel; York, 
Margaret; Young, Claire; Young, Kendra

2nd Year Honors (Bar) – Alanson, Thomas; Alexander, Rebekah L.; Atkinson, Braydon A.; Ball, Kaelyn E.; Bartley, Logan D.; Boren, Chloe C.; Boyars, Abigail G.; Bradley, Michael L.; Briseno, Vincent X.; Brooks, Payton A.; 
Clark, Shelby D.; Colvin, Carah M.; Cusick, Jenna A.; Duong, Julia N.; Entrican, Aubrey D.; Farris, Arabella M.; Fiscus, Sarah; Garvin, Johnathan; Goodwin, Nathan; Griffith, RIley J.; Hollis, Isabella L.; Hutchings, Mackenzie K.; 
Jones, Treston P.; Kennedy, Elizabeth "Alex"; King, Garrett D.; Kraemer, Katelyn; Kuglin, William C.; Lawson, Marissa L.; Lenhart, Peyton R.; Lin, Lucy; Martin, Caroline, S.; Martin, Chloe M.; Mathews, Kendall D.; Maus, Kelsie 
B.; Mills, Sara L.; Minge, Olivia M.; Moore, Karley D.; Noel, Chloe; Norris, Abigail R.; Pinkston, Drew C.; Potter, Samantha; Rhoads, Maddison R.; Ridgon, Lia M.; Ridgon, Madyson L.; Staley, Olivia M.; Stone, Rachel E.; Strow, 
Alexia N.; Stuck, Mason G.; Todd, Whitney J.; Torres, Marisol; Waltz, Chloe E.; Weese, Kennedy; Westerfield, Chance M.; Whitaker, Karson

3rd Year Honors (Bar) – Allen, Justyn B.; Andrews, Abygail A.; Ball, Kaelyn E.; Block, Payton J.; Borchers, Kristin D.; Bracken, Victoria D.; Bradshaw, Drew D.; Brooks, Payton A.; Burger, Sara J.; Cartright, Kendra; Clark, 
Tanner; Cline, Shayleigh A.; Collins, Avoree; Craig, Nicholas; Creech, Adam J.; Dosch, Kelsie A.; Englum, Gillian F.; Evans, Hannah; Hollis, Isabella L.; Kindred, Colby R.; King, Garrett D.; Knight, Kendall E.; Krabel, Karrington; 
Kraemer, Katelyn; Lin, Raymond T.; Lin, Richard; Mattingly, Makayla L.; Maus, Kasie L.; McCallough, Melfina N.; Miller, Cheyanne E.; Miller, Cydney R.; Moody, Max S.; Muchow, Isabelle L.; Myles, Austin; Newhart, Kacey M.; 
Perry, Daniel S.; Pinkston, Emma G.; Ramsey, Josalyn; Rhoads, Logan B.; Strow, Alexia N.; Sullivan, Jude T.; Thomas, Makayla; Twigg, Franceska; Wagoner, Reese A.; Washburn, Haley J.; Wininger, Alexandra G.

4th Year Honors (Bar) – Augustus, Jessica; Bentley, Christiana; Brouwer, Matthew; Cearlock, Drew; Crampton, Kelsie; Creech, Dustin; David, Jordyn; Ellingsworth, Josie; Fox, Sydney; Gates, Jenna; Happ, Levi; Hays, 
Chase; Isaf, Sarah; Johnson, Grant; Joseph, Grace; Lawson, Caleb; Littleton, Annalise; Martin, Karson; Matthews, Kaitlyn; McCarty, Gunner; Minnis, Nathan; Pine, Mallory; Ramsey, Josalyn; Rouse, Elizabeth; Sapp, Carlei; 
Strow, Katrina; Talbert, Victoria; Trammel, Patricia; Wells, Sarah; Whitkanack, Alayna

Perfect Attendance Awards
Students:                                    Class of:
Beals, Warren Anthony  2020
Cartright, Kendra Chri  2020
Cearlock, Drew H.  2020
David, Jordyn Sierra  2020
Fiscus, Rachel Nicole  2020
Fiscus, Sarah Ann  2020
Garwood, Elijah J.  2020
Happ, Levi Martin  2020
Hollis, Hudson W.  2020
Johnson, Grant Curtis  2020
McConchie, Ethan Alexa 2020
Myles, Austin Michael  2020
Neibarger, Alexis Jose  2020
Pine, Mallory S.  2020
Woolum, Blake Cassidy  2020
Allen, Justyn Blake  2021
Borchers, Kristin Dana  2021
Brooks, Paige Alyn  2021
Brooks, Payton Ann  2021
Fleming, Courtney Lynn  2021
Johnson, Greg Christop  2021
Kindred, Colby Ryan  2021
Knight, Kendall Eterni  2021
Miller, Cheyanne Eliza  2021
Mills, Kohlton Andrew  2021
Mitchell, Macy Madison  2021
Moody, Max Stephen  2021
Muchow, Isabelle Louis  2021
Parrent, Nathanial Ter  2021
Rhoads, Logan Bryant  2021
Scott, Emma Kathryn  2021
Thomas, Makayla Renea 2021
Waltz, Chloe Elizabeth  2021
Branson, Zachary Keith  2022
David, "Elliot" Maci O  2022
Floyd, Zakre Richard  2022
Jazdzewski, Kieren Luc  2022
Jenkins, Breanna Nicol  2022
Jones, Ty David  2022
Kirk, Austin Tyler  2022
Kuglin, William Cooper  2022
Landsaw, Hunter Wayne 2022
Laughead, Isaiah Clayt  2022
Lawson, Marissa Lee An  2022
Mills, Sara Leean  2022
Mitchell, Nathaniel De  2022
Rich, Wyatt Schaefer  2022
Rigdon, Madyson Lynn  2022
Torres, Marisol *.  2022
Travelstead, Kaiden Ja  2022
Boatman, Anthony Mason 2023
Bracken, Timothy Glenn 2023
Burks, Rya Dawn  2023
Coombes, Kaitlyn Jean  2023
David, Hayden Eric  2023
Davis, Skyler Levi  2023
Hall, Greta Leeann  2023
Harcar, Jacoba Bernea  2023
Kaufman, Jace Andrew  2023
Kemper, Emma Grace  2023
Myles, Logan Matthew  2023
Parrish, Augustus Mich  2023
Quinn, Jaiden Dean  2023
Ramshaw, Elexis Mary O 2023
Raymer, Gage Michael  2023
Sexton, Tyler Austin  2023
Soberg, Holton "Cooper” 2023
Stuck, Reed Austin  2023
Vice, Ethan Curtis  2023

Outstanding Behavior Awards
Students:                                        Class of:
Allanson, Thomas R.  2020
Arnett, Kylie M.  2020
Atkinson, Ethan M.  2020
Augustus, Jessica L.  2020
Beals, Warren A.  2020
Bentley, Christiana D.  2020
Boatman, Jackson E.  2020
Bowers, Shawn J.  2020
Boyll, Heidi Nicole  2020
Branson, Nicholas Lee  2020
Brock, Alexander David  2020
Brooks, Daniela D.  2020
Brouwer, Matthew L.  2020
Brown, Carl Anson Jasper 2020
Brown, Dakota J.  2020
Brown, Elizabeth C.  2020
Campbell, Emma A.  2020
Cartright, Kendra C.  2020
Cearlock, Drew H.  2020
Clark, Tanner L.  2020
Close, Ashli M.  2020
Collins, Avoree M.  2020
Collins, Dallas W.  2020
Comstock, Gage A.  2020
Cooper, Riley R.  2020
Cox, Ethan Alan  2020
Craig, Nicholas A.  2020
Crampton, Kelsie M.  2020
Creech, Dustin Scott  2020
Crouch, Clayton L.  2020
David, Jordyn S.  2020
Delaunois, Cole A.  2020
Duong, Julia N.  2020
Ellingsworth, Josie D.  2020
England, Korbin A.  2020
Entrican, Austin Allen  2020
Evans, Hannah E.  2020
Fellers, Jacob L.  2020
Fiscus, Rachel N.  2020
Fiscus, Sarah A.  2020
Foltz, Lily Nicole  2020
Fox, Sydney E.  2020
Fuller, Kadon Z.  2020
Garvin, Johnathan Michael  2020
Garwood, Elijah J.  2020
Gates, Jenna K.  2020
Goodwin, Nathan G.  2020
Graham, Ethan Cole  2020
Gray, Zollie A.  2020
Happ, Levi M.  2020
Hays, Chase M.  2020
Henry, Kadrianne M.  2020
Hess, Linden M.  2020
Hill, Charles P.  2020
Hofmann, Larisa M.  2020
Hollis, Hudson W.  2020

Hopkins, Drake M.  2020
Isaf, Sarah R.  2020
Johnson, Graham D.  2020
Johnson, Grant C.  2020
Johnson, Jeffrey Matthew  2020
Joseph, Grace A.  2020
Kelly, Cordelia D.  2020
Krabel, Karrington E.  2020
Kraemer, Katelyn M.  2020
Landrum, Coy Dean  2020
Lawson, Caleb E.  2020
Littleton, Annalise M.  2020
Martin, Karson M.  2020
Mathews, Kaitlyn R.  2020
Mays, Samuel H.  2020
McCarty, Gunner B.  2020
McConchie, Ethan A.  2020
Miller, Cristina D.  2020
Miller, Emily D.  2020
Milner, Alexis S.  2020
Minnis, Nathan J.  2020
Minor, Brock W.  2020
Murphy, Devin Jade  2020
Myles, Austin M.  2020
Neibarger, Alexis J.  2020
Nicholson, Tyler Jay  2020
Noel, Chloe L.  2020
Pine, Mallory S.  2020
Potter, Samantha M.  2020
Ramsey, Josalyn M.  2020
Rhoads, Harli D.  2020
Roberts, Blayne W.  2020
Rouse, Elizabeth M.  2020
Sapp, Carlei E.  2020
Sexton, Kolten W.  2020
Smith, Abigail M.  2020
Smith, Colleene R.  2020
Strow, Katrina C.  2020
Talbert, Victoria D.  2020
Trammel, Patricia L.  2020
Turner, Brianna C.  2020
Turner, Zachary R.  2020
Twigg, Franceska E.  2020
Underwood, Hailey E.  2020
Watson, Dawson T.  2020
Weese, Kennedy N.  2020
Wells, Sarah  2020
Whitaker, Karson Delmer 2020
Whitaker, Samantha R.  2020
Whitkanack, Alayna B.  2020
Wilson, Dustin E.  2020
Woolum, Blake C.  2020
Worrell, Mitchell James  2020
York, Margaret L.  2020
York, Nathan J.  2020
Zorn, Nathan A.  2020
Adams, Michael “Damien” 2021
Akers, Abigail L.  2021
Allen, Justyn B.  2021
Andrews, Abygail A.  2021
Ball, Kaelyn E.  2021
Bapp, Weston E.  2021
Beauchamp-Gill, Briggs  2021
Bennett, Jeffery A.  2021
Block, Payton J.  2021
Borchers, Kristin D.  2021
Boren, Chloe C.  2021
Bracken, Alexis D.  2021
Bracken, Victoria D.  2021
Bradshaw, Drew D.  2021
Branch, Ethan A.  2021
Brooks, Paige A.  2021
Brooks, Payton A.  2021
Brown, McKayla D.  2021
Buchanan, Coltin W.  2021
Burger, Sara J.  2021
Burgin, Natalie D.  2021
Clements, Makiah R.  2021
Cline, Shayleigh A.  2021
Cox, Grace M.  2021
Creech, Adam J.  2021
Crunk, Connor G.  2021
Darch, Chloey N.  2021
Daugherty, Devon E.  2021
Daugherty, Shane M.  2021
Dosch, Kelsie A.  2021
Duby, Madison “Max” L.  2021
Duprey, Isabella J.  2021
Englum, Gillian F.  2021
Englum, Harlee M.  2021
Fleming, Courtney L.  2021
Fomera, Nicholas M.  2021
Givan, Nathaniel A.  2021
Griffith, Riley J.  2021
Hall, Allison A.  2021
Hawkins, Cameryn R.  2021
Heiser, Calista V.  2021
Henke, Gavin M.  2021
Hissem, Skyy M.  2021
Hollis, Isabella L.  2021
Hoult, Devyn “Alice” T  2021
Hutchings, Mason L.  2021
Jennings, Serenna J.  2021
Jernigan, Levi W.  2021
Jewell, Shianne K.  2021
Johnson, Gage T.  2021
Johnson, Greg C.  2021
Johnson-Newburry, Eryn 2021
Jones, Hannah E.  2021
Keys, Tommy J.  2021
Kindred, Colby R.  2021
King, Garrett D.  2021
Kirby, Skylar M.  2021
Knight, James T.  2021
Knight, Kendall E.  2021
Lenhart, Peyton R.  2021
Lin, Raymond T.  2021
Lin, Richard   2021
Martin, Caroline S.  2021
Maschino, Jacob A.  2021
Mattingly, Makayla L.  2021
Maus, Kasie L.  2021
Maus, Kelsie B.  2021
Miller, Cheyanne E.  2021
Miller, Cydney R.  2021
Miller, Kasmeria S.  2021
Mills, Kohlton A.  2021
Mitchell, Macy M.  2021
Moody, Max S.  2021
Muchow, Isabelle L.  2021

Swinford, Ethan A.  2022
Swinford, Isaac J.  2022
Tapscott, Alex R.  2022
Thomas, Sky M.  2022
Torres, Marisol *.  2022
Travelstead, Kaiden J.  2022
Tyson, Ashantae M.  2022
Vice, Kaylee M.  2022
Waltz, Katarina I.  2022
Weese, Gabriel J.  2022
Wells, Justin T.  2022
Westerfield, Chance M.  2022
Whitehead, Keeley R.  2022
Whitley, Curtis T.  2022
Williams, Ashton L.  2022
Williamson, Anthony W.  2022
Williamson, James C.  2022
Woods, Noah X.  2022
Zorn, Lindsey S.  2022
Bishop, Jayden B.  2023
Boatman, Anthony M.  2023
Booher-Combs, Autumn M 2023
Bracken, Timothy G.  2023
Brady, Keyanna L.  2023
Burks, Rya D.  2023
Butts, Jenna L.  2023
Calvert, Kimber G.  2023
Clark, Haylee L.  2023
Cochran, Daisy E.  2023
Collins, Alexis B.  2023
Coombes, Kaitlyn J.  2023
Cox, Emma J.  2023
Cox, Kensley N.  2023
Crampton, Kody C.  2023
Crippes, Brady M.  2023
Crowder, Kamden N.  2023
Daugherty, Anthony R.  2023
David, Hayden E.  2023
Davidson, Faith R.  2023
Davis, Skyler L.  2023
Dill, Riley E.   2023
Dunlap, Hunter A.  2023
Dyer, Jacob A.  2023
Gill, Hailey N.  2023
Givan, Sophia C.  2023
Gladding, Sage O.  2023
Gordon, Jacob M.  2023
Graham, Lillian B.  2023
Gray, Destiny N.  2023
Grubb, Abigail G.  2023
Hall, Greta L.  2023
Hall, Spencer W.  2023
Happ, Lane M.  2023
Harcar, Jacoba B.  2023
Hawkins, Deming B.  2023
Hazelbaker, Gage M.  2023
Heath, Spencer G.  2023
Hoffman, Caradan D.  2023
Hofmann, Mackenzie L.  2023
Holladay, Andrea L.  2023
Hoover, Leo W.  2023
Huddleson, Ava E.  2023
Hughes, Dalton D.  2023
Johnson, Megan L.  2023
Jones-Branson, Payton  2023
Kemper, Emma G.  2023
Knauer, Kendra L.  2023
Kollman-Elliott, Angel  2023
LaBaume, Clayton J.  2023
LaBeau, Jacob W.  2023
Lamb, Lillyann A.  2023
Landsaw, Kinley N.  2023
Lankster, Cole A.  2023
Larrance, Garrett J.  2023
Lee III, Donald E.  2023
Lehman, Chance A.  2023
Love, Mary A.  2023
Loveless, Nidea F.  2023
Maschino, Claire M.  2023
McKenna, Cody R.  2023
Melton, Sydney  2023
Minor, Becca J.  2023
Myles, Logan M.  2023
Newhart, Kendall L.  2023
Ogle, Chase W.  2023
Parks, Zoey A.  2023
Parrish, Augustus M.  2023
Peperak, Liam E.  2023
Perry, Charlie E.  2023
Pine, Logan E.  2023
Pinkston, Tammy L.  2023
Porter, Chase A.  2023
Porter, Owen Q.  2023
Poznanski, Kiersten K.  2023
Przybylowski, Sonny R.  2023
Quinn, Jaiden D.  2023
Redmon, Maelynn M.  2023
Reed, Alyssa S.  2023
Reed, Savanna G.  2023
Rinesmith, Sandra K.  2023
Ryan, Kiley A.  2023
Sanders, Zoe M.  2023
Sexton, Tyler A.  2023
Slaven, Emily C.  2023
Smith, Kenneth A.  2023
Smittkamp, Lily J.  2023
Soberg, Holton “Cooper” 2023
Starr, Shayleigh A.  2023
Stuck, Reed A.  2023
Sullivan, Grace E.  2023
Tapscott, Kyle J.  2023
Taylor, Mytchel R.  2023
Tegeler, Mason M.  2023
Templeton, William J.  2023
Thomas, Macie M.  2023
Tingley, Trinity A.  2023
Tolen Quinn, Kaylee  2023
Tyson III, Danny R.  2023
Vice, Ethan C.  2023
Waltz, Breyton M.  2023
Wells, Emily   2023
Wheeler, Gabrielle M.  2023
Whitaker, Carrigan “Shayne” 2023
Winans, Gabriel A.  2023
Worthington, Seth R.  2023
York, Kalista S.  2023
Young, Claire E.  2023
Young, Kendra E.  2023

Myers, Atterson C.  2021
Newhart, Kacey M.  2021
Ohlman, Lindsay R.  2021
Parrent, Nathanial T.  2021
Perry, Daniel S.  2021
Pinkston, Emma G.  2021
Porter, Kyle D.  2021
Porter, Preston J.  2021
Rhoads, Logan B.  2021
Rhoads, Lucas R.  2021
Rogers, Devin T.  2021
Scales, Joseph A.  2021
Schmidt, Alyssa M.  2021
Scott, Emma K.  2021
Seeley, Jaydin M.  2021
Selimoska, Gentjana  2021
Sexton, Ryan M.  2021
Slayden, Terry C.  2021
Smith, Mackenzie M.  2021
Sollars, Brett R.  2021
Stidham, Imogene C.  2021
Strow, Alexia N.  2021
Stuck, Mason G.  2021
Sullivan, Jude T.  2021
Theirl, Olivia G.  2021
Thomas, Makayla R.  2021
Thompson, Corey T.  2021
Todd, Whitney J.  2021
Trotter, Karleigh E.  2021
Turner, Ian C.  2021
Wagoner, Reese A.  2021
Waltz, Chloe E.  2021
Warner, Tristan M.  2021
Wimmer, Brianna L.  2021
Wininger, Alexandra G.  2021
Alexander, Rebekah L.  2022
Arrasmith, Mekenzie C.  2022
Atkinson, Braydon A.  2022
Augustus, Timothy L.  2022
Bartley, Eian D.  2022
Bartley, Logan D.  2022
Bell, Jaylin M.  2022
Blair, Briar D.  2022
Blystone, Abigail J.  2022
Boyars, Abigail G.  2022
Bradley, Michael L.  2022
Branson, Zachary K.  2022
Breneman, Conor D.  2022
Briseno, Vincent X.  2022
Carver-Phillippi, Mich  2022
Cash, Hunter L.  2022
Clark, Shelby D.  2022
Collier, Madyson G.  2022
Collier, Morgan E.  2022
Collins, Makena R.  2022
Colvin, Carah M.  2022
Corbett, Benjamin L.  2022
Cusick, Jenna A.  2022
David, “Elliot” Maci O  2022
Davis, Fox L.  2022
Davis, Gauge M.  2022
Davis, Landon X.  2022
Dill, Makayla L.  2022
Entrican, Aubrey D.  2022
Farnham, Zachary A.  2022
Farris, Arabella M.  2022
Floyd, Zakre R.  2022
Gilbert, Carlee A.  2022
Givens, Callie E.  2022
Harrell, Mackenzie D.  2022
Henderson, Kole A.  2022
Higginbotham, Khalon M 2022
Higginbotham, Parker G 2022
Horne, Hannah E.  2022
Huffman, Aubrey M.  2022
Hughes, Gabriella P.  2022
Hutchings, Mackenzie K 2022
Jazdzewski, Kieren L.  2022
Jones, Treston P.  2022
Jones, Ty D.   2022
Joy, Krista M.  2022
Kennedy, Elizabeth “Al  2022
Kirk, Austin T.  2022
Kohlmeyer, Bryan M.  2022
Kuglin, William C.  2022
Laughead, Isaiah C.  2022
Lawson, Marissa L.  2022
Lewis, Kendyll R.  2022
Lin, Lucy *.   2022
Lindsey, Celina A.  2022
Link, Katherine K.  2022
Littleton, Katelyn G.  2022
Marlow, Kkyra (Alex) M  2022
Martin, Chloe M.  2022
Mason, Abigail R.  2022
Mathews, Kendall D.  2022
Maxwell, Aaron L.  2022
McClaskey, Jaiden S.  2022
Midgley, Jacob T.  2022
Miller, Julia M.  2022
Mills, Madison E.  2022
Mills, Sara L.  2022
Minge, Olivia M.  2022
Mohler, Nicholas K.  2022
Moore, Karley D.  2022
Noel, Kaedence R.  2022
Norris, Abigail G.  2022
Norris, Jerad O.  2022
Pinkston, Drew C.  2022
Reno, Kaylen D.  2022
Rhoads, Hallee R.  2022
Rhoads, Maddison R.  2022
Rich, Wyatt S.  2022
Rigdon, Lia M.  2022
Rigdon, Madyson L.  2022
Rinesmith, Mercedes E.  2022
Robinson, Darby F.  2022
Robinson, Savannah M.  2022
Rogers, Zoie D.  2022
Saunders, Charles Z.  2022
Scales, Courtney M.  2022
Sitkiewicz, Anna M.  2022
Solomon, Larrissa R.  2022
Spencer II, Leon I.  2022
Stafford, Emma I.  2022
Staley, Olivia M.  2022
Stone, Ella J.  2022
Stone, Rachel E.  2022
Strow, Ezra W.  2022
Swigeart, William E.  2022

Paris High School
Honors Program Awards 2019-2020
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Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

From the Editor
Allen Englebright, the 

popular Prairie Press humor 
columnist, who normally 
writes in this space as the 
Old Codger is taking a 
break.

He explained after 
supplying more than 275 
weekly columns since the 
paper started in September 
2014, he is encountering a 
dry spell in thinking about 
stories. He hopes some time 
off will revitalize his creativ-
ity and he can get back to 
telling stories that sometimes 
may even be sort of true.

The staff at The Prairie 
Press hopes so, too. The Old 
Codger is welcome to reoc-
cupy this space whenever he 
feels ready.

Old 
Codger is 
on a break

KEBABS HIT ALL THE RIGHT NOTES FOR A GRILLOUT

Special to The Prairie Press

As one of the most versatile main courses that can be grilled, kebabs offer nearly endless opportunities for customization. 
From protein to veggies, soaked wooden skewers can be loaded with just about any favorite flavors before hitting the grates. 
Consider using steak, chicken, bratwurst or sausage, ground beef, lamb, shrimp, salmon, bacon, onions bell peppers, jalape-
nos, mushrooms, cucumbers or cherry tomatoes.

Scientists have his-
torically not been good 
communicators. When 

discussing 
new find-
ings such 
as health 
effects of 
tobacco or 
manmade 
climate 
change 
the expe-
rience is 
too often 
a redo of 

Galileo’s story. 
One of the great sci-

entific thinkers, Galileo 
pushed against deep 
beliefs when he published 
about a sun-centered 
solar system. The Roman 
Catholic Church ruled 
June 22, 1633, that Galil-
eo’s writings were heresy, 
and these science deniers 
sentenced him to house 
arrest. It was 300 years 
before the church relented 
and accepted a sun-cen-
tered solar system.

Galileo’s experience has 
parallels to the present 
climate debate. Scientists 
believe facts should speak 
for themselves and fail to 
consider the dissonance 
generated when facts run 
counter to deeply-held be-
liefs. A new study suggests 
focusing on the data is not 
enough to change some 
people’s minds.

Social media gives ev-
eryone the power to pub-
lish without fact checking 
or other methods of mak-
ing sure the statements are 
accurate information. As 
a result, a committed few 
can plant seeds of doubt. 
We live in a world of 
mis-and-disinformation. 
Nazi Germany’s Minister 
of Propaganda, Joseph 
Goebbels, said, “If you 
repeat a lie often enough, 
it becomes accepted as 
truth.” 

Propaganda messages 
are amplified by touching 
the primal emotions love, 
hate and sex.

Scientists want to be-
lieve facts speak for them-
selves, but it is emotion 
that initially guides the 

Denial of 
science 
is not 
beneficial

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

"And when ye pray, ye 
shall not be as the hypocrites: 
for they love to stand and 
pray in the 
synagogues 
and in the 
corners of 
the streets, 
that they 
may be seen 
of men. 
Verily I say 
unto you, 
They have 
received 
their re-
ward."  Matthew 6:5 (ASV)

Apparently, we can 
decide what our reward 
is going to be, and we can 
choose to get it. Now, that's 
something to think about.  

This, the truly part of the 
statement, as first stated in 
Matthew 6:2 is repeated 
here and in verse 16 to 
show the same principle 
works in any setting. Cases 
don't justify or change any-
thing. The point here, even 
more than with regard to 
giving, is that prayer is not 
any kind of a show. If it is, it 
loses everything.  

Prayer is communica-
tion with God. It is the 
one time when we must be 
transparent and honest.  

We don't live in a society 
where people pray and 
give out in the open in 
the marketplace in front 
of everyone else on an 
everyday basis, but there 
were people who did so in 
Jesus' day.  

There were apparently 
people who didn't want 
to tell God anything, but 
they wanted people to be 
amazed at their ability to 
do God Speak better than 
anyone else. The whole 
point of such a show is to 
ace out everyone else and 
come out as the top prayer 
man or woman of the 
world.  

Prayer is not to be a 
matter of pretension or 
ostentation. It's to be a 
reality where we as persons 
are speaking with another 
person at the other end of 
the conversation. We are 
not to put on a show so 
people will look back and 
say, "Whoa, what a praying 
person. He sure knows 
how to pray up a storm."  

I've seen at conven-
tions where a preacher 
who hadn't been asked to 
preach was asked to give 
the closing prayer. He fixed 
the convention people's 
oversight by praying the 
sermon that he wasn't 
asked to preach. I don't 
think anyone was fooled. 
No one was rude enough 
to walk out on him, but no 
one went back afterwards 
and complimented him on 
his prayer.  

They were wanting 
to impress people with 
prayer prowess. God is not 
impressed with prowess, 
but rather weakness, letting 
him be strong as Jesus said 
in the conversation with 
Paul recorded in II Corin-
thians 12.  

Jesus isn't saying that we 
shouldn't pray publicly, but 
that we shouldn't pray in 
such a way as to get people 
to think that prayer is all 
about us. I think that's why 
some people won't pray in 
public.  They think that a 
proper prayer is one that 
is almost a form of poetry 
or literature. One of the 
best prayers of all times, 
though, is the simple, 

Prayer is 
connection

KEVIN
LEVELLIE
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 2B

Sensational summer meals
FAMILY FEATURES

Whipping up a fresh cooked meal 
is one of the true joys of summer, es-
pecially when grilled grub is paired 
with tantalizing sides and tempting 
desserts. 

Spice things up with Mexican Beef 
Sliders with Jalapeno Salsa and Avo-
cado Cream coupled with a side like 
Roasted Potatoes then cap off a filling 
meal with these sweet and decadent 
Strawberry Cream Cheese Tartlets. If 
looking for ways to mix meat and veg-
gies all at once, these ideas for kebabs 
are a surefire way to please a variety of 
palates. 

Summer calls for firing up the grill 
for a fresh-cooked meal, and sliders are 
an ideal way to enjoy a downsized ver-
sion of a warm weather favorite. 

These Mexican Beef Sliders with Ja-
lapeno Salsa and Avocado Cream are 
perfect for summer with their spicy 
kick of salsa and bright, cooling cream. 
Made with grass-fed beef from New 
Zealand, where the animals are allowed 
to roam and graze freely over lush green 
hills and pastures year-round, the mini 
burgers boast a lean, finely textured 
meat that tastes just as nature intended. 

Sweet flavors and warm weather go 
hand-in-hand, and many summer occa-
sions and get-togethers call for dessert. 
Take advantage of warm weather favor-
ites like strawberries and raspberries 
with these Strawberry Cream Cheese 
Tartlets.

Made using the best berries nature 
can provide, these bite-size tartlets 
feature a graham cracker crust base 
and an indul gent cream cheese filling 
flavored with sliced strawberries, hon-
ey and lemon topped with Well•Pict’s 
sweet, juicy straw berries and raspber-
ries, which come fresh in clamshell 
packaging made from 70% re cycled 
water bottles.

Summer meals centered around 
grilled fare call for a complementa-

MEXICAN BEEF SLIDERS 
Beef + Lamb New Zealand

Ingredients
Patties:
1 1/3 pounds lean New Zealand grass-fed 

ground beef 
1  clove garlic, crushed
1  medium onion, grated or finely chopped
1  egg, lightly beaten
3/4 cup red kidney beans, rinsed and 

drained
2  tablespoons tomato paste
3  teaspoons dried oregano, chopped
2  teaspoons mild smoked paprika
2  teaspoons ground cumin
1  teaspoon ground coriander
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese, grated
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
olive oil
Jalapeno Salsa:
1  cup cucumber, thinly sliced into long 

ribbons
3/4 cup fresh cilantro leaves, chopped
1  red onion, finely sliced
1/2 cup pickled jalapenos, finely chopped
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
olive oil
lime juice

Avocado Cream:
1  avocado, mashed
1/2 cup sour cream
1 lime, juice and zest only
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste

Assembly:
8-12 slider buns, halved
2-3 cobs sweet corn, cooked and sliced 

into shards
8-12 small bamboo skewers 

To make patties: In bowl, combine beef, 
garlic, onion, egg, kidney beans, tomato 
paste, oregano, paprika, cumin, coriander, 
Parmesan cheese, salt, to taste, and pep-
per, to taste. Shape into 8-12 small patties. 
Cover and refrigerate 15 minutes.

Heat grill or frying pan to medium heat.
Brush patties with oil on both sides. 

Cook 2-3 minutes on each side, turning 
once to brown both sides evenly, until 
cooked through.

To make Jalapeno Salsa: In bowl, 
combine cucumber, cilantro, onion and 
jalapenos; season with salt and pepper, to 
taste. Drizzle with olive oil and lime juice.

To make Avocado Cream: In bowl, 
combine avocado, sour cream, lime juice 
and lime zest; season with salt and pepper, 
to taste. 

Spread Avocado Cream on bottom buns 
and place patties on top. Top patties with 
Jalapeno Salsa, corn and top buns. Press 
down gently and poke in skewers to secure 
sliders.

ROASTED POTATOES

Ingredients
1  pound potatoes, chopped into 1-inch 

cubes
1/2 cup onion, chopped into 1-inch 

cubes
1/2 cup green pepper, chopped into 

1-inch cubes
1  teaspoon garlic, finely chopped
1  teaspoon vegetable oil
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1  tablespoon parsley, finely chopped 
1/2 teaspoon paprika 

Preheat oven to 350 F. 
In medium bowl, mix potatoes, 

onions, green peppers and garlic.
Add vegetable oil, salt, pepper, pars-

ley and paprika. 
Mix well.
Cover bowl and refrigerate 15 

minutes.
Spread potato mixture evenly on 

cookie sheet. Bake about 35 minutes.

STRAWBERRY TARTLETS

Ingredients
1/2 cup water
2  tablespoons lemon juice
3  tablespoons lemon zest 
2  tablespoons gelatin 
4  cups Well•Pict Strawberries, sliced, 

divided
1/3 cup honey
2  packages (8 ounces each) cream 

cheese
1/2 cup sour cream
1  cup ice cubes
2  cups graham cracker crumbs
1/2 cup melted butter
1 cup Well•Pict Strawberries, rinsed, for 

garnish
1 cup Well•Pict Raspberries, rinsed, for 

garnish

In blender, mix water, lemon juice, lemon 
zest and gelatin until frothy. 

Add 2 cups strawberries and honey; 
blend until smooth. Pour into bowl and chill 

mix 15 minutes. 
In blender, mix cream cheese, sour 

cream and ice cubes while incorporating 
strawberry mixture. Mix in remaining 
strawberries. 

In blender or food processor, mix gra-
ham crackers and melted butter to crumb 
consistency. Lightly grease two medium 
muffin pans and pack graham cracker 
mixture at bottom of each opening. Pour 
strawberry mixture over graham cracker 
mixture and chill until set. Gently pull 
tartlets from muffin tins and place on 
serving tray. Garnish with strawberries and 
raspberries.

ry pairing that completes the classic 
profile of warm weather food. Using a 
versatile vegetable like potatoes allows 
one to think up different methods of 
cooking for a new flavor each time. 

While focusing on the main dish be-

ing grilled, these Roasted Potatoes can 
bake away indoors for a simple side 
that requires little attention.

Find more summer meal ideas  
at culinary.net, beefandlambnz.com,  
wellpict.com/recipe and usda.gov. 
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Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 06/17
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 06/18
Beef manhattan,
green beans, &
garden salad

Fri 06/19
Lasagna,

garden salad
& garlic toast

Fresh & Silk Flowers 
for All Occasions

Garden and 
Bedding Plants

Greenhouse Grown
BE SURE TO LIKE US ON

713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL217-465-4048217-465-4048

WEIR’S FLORISTWEIR’S FLORIST
Randy Weir

www.weirsflorist.com

Offering you local resources in agriculture,
nutrition & wellness, 4-H youth

development, community & economic
development, and horticulture

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension 
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable

accommodation to participate, please email uie-cce@illinois.edu.

online at

go.illinois.edu/cce

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

Looking for a new opportunity? 

Join the team at HRC 
and help make a difference in OUR community.

Now hiring for:

• Mental Health Therapists
• Work Service Job Coach

• Rest Area Workers
• Crisis Recovery Support Specialist

And more….

Go to www.hrcec.org to see our full list of 
openings and to find our application.

EEO/AA Employer

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: 
Submit news of your anniver-
sary, engagement, wedding or 
birth for free: email nzeman@
prairiepress.net or mail The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, 
Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Hiatts to celebrate 
65th anniversary

Yonces celebrate 65th 
wedding anniversary

A Paris couple is marking 
their 62nd wedding anniver-
sary.

Donald L. “Buck” Hiatt and 
the former Waunitta “Sis” M. 
Wallace were married at the 
First Christian Church June 
17, 1955.  Attendants at the 
wedding were brother of the 
bride, Robert Wallace and sis-
ter-in-law of the bride Barbara 

The 65th wedding anniver-
sary of Bob and Ruth Ellen 
Yonce is June 19, and a family 
celebration is planned for a lat-
er date.

The couple was married 
June 19, 1955, in the Vermilion 
Methodist Church, with the 
Rev. Leon Lacoax officiating. 
Attendants were Ruth Ellen 
Cheatham and Jim Williams.

Over the years, they have 

worked for numerous local 
businesses. He was em-
ployed by U.O. Colson’s 
for 30 years and worked 
nights at Kroger’s, A&P and 
Don Belt’s gas station. She 
worked at F.W. Woolworth’s, 
Piper’s Dairy Land, U.O. 
Colson and as a secretary 
at the high school. She was 
also an Avon representative.

Their other business ven-
tures included being the 
second owners of the Paris 
Dairy Queen and owning 
and operating the amuse-
ment park for several years. 
They sold Christmas trees 
and did craft shows in the 
winter. 

Family members believe 
they are finally retired. They 
are members of the First 
United Methodist Church.

The couple always lived 
in Paris except for the brief 
period when Bob Yonce 
was on active duty with the 
U.S. Army at Fort Hood, 
Texas, and Germany.

They have two sons, Tim 
(Titiana) Yonce and Terry 
(Jenny) Yonce; four grand-
children, Brandy (Willie) 
Bartusch, Stephanie (Just-
en) Rollo, Heather Yonce 
and Nick (Emily) Yonce; 
and four great-grandchil-
dren, Jamie, Nicole and 
Chloe Bartusch and Kaden 
Yonce.

Wallace. 
Mr. Hiatt owned and 

operated Hiatt Distribut-
ing for many years before 
working as a real estate 
agent. Mrs. Hiatt worked at 
both Memorial School and 
the Illinois Cereal Mills. 

The couple have three 
children, Marty Hiatt, 
Terry Hiatt and Cheryl 
Farnham.  They have four 
grandchildren, Kortnie 
Murray, Chelsey Schallen-
berg, Ashlee Hiatt and Lo-
gan Farnham.  The couple 
also has four great-grand-
children. 

A family celebration at 
3 Circle Drive is Saturday, 
June 20, and friends are in-
vited to drive by between 2 
and 3 p.m. to wave, say hel-
lo or otherwise offer good 
wishes. 

"Lord, help me." One 
can get the reward of an 
answer to such a prayer 
as that.  

(Pastor Kevin Don 
Levellie serves the Nevins 
Christian Church and is the 
author of “What Does Bach 
Prove?” available on Am-
azon.com or and through 
www.lulu.com. Email him 
at kdlevellie@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is pro-
vided weekly by members 
of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 1B

heart, and the mind follows. 
Any position counter to our 
belief system is held sus-
pect no matter how rich the 
supporting fact base. Anyone 
can go down the rabbit hole 
grasping onto the bits of 
information, or more impor-
tantly disinformation, fitting 
their belief system.

In 2017, a team of psychol-
ogists identified key factors 
causing people to reject 
science. It has nothing to do 
with how educated or intel-
ligent they are. The issue is 
when evaluating facts people 
think more like a lawyer than 
a scientist. They cherry pick 
data, which backs up what 
they already believe. 

Change is hard, and that 
is why people initially only 
see the facts supporting their 
position. If someone does 
not want to believe humans 
are causing climate change, 
they will ignore hundreds 
of studies to latch onto the 
one study, even if it is flawed, 
which casts doubt. It’s called 
confirmation bias.

In 1993, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
declared secondhand smoke 
a carcinogen and a prevent-
able cause of death. The 
tobacco industry’s response 
was to spend millions creat-
ing public doubt to protect 
the market. The industry 
commissioned independent 
research to support its goals, 
and for decades never lost 
a court case, but eventually 
tobacco’s straw house of 
falsified data collapsed.

In the last 200 years, few 
technologies have had more 
positive impact than vaccines. 
Each year they prevent more 
than 3 million childhood 
deaths from diphtheria, tet-
anus, pertussis and measles. 
Smallpox was once the most 
feared pandemic, but the dis-
ease is now nearly eradicated. 

At the end of World 
War II, movie theaters and 
pools were closed to stop 
the spread of polio. Massive 
public vaccination clinics 
were organized following the 
introduction of the Salk vac-
cine in 1953. The entire U.S. 
population was immunized in 
a couple years and the threat 
of polo eliminated.

Vaccines, such as those for 
HPV and Hepatitis B, have 
given preventative benefits 
for young adults. A new 
generation of vaccines which 
harness the body’s immune 
system to treat rather than 
prevent disease are moving 
through clinical trials. The 
race is on for a COVID-19 
vaccine to build public 
immunity.

For all their benefits, 
vaccines suffer problems of 
perception and adoption. 
Patients can be suspicious 
of vaccines or confused by 
them. The overall efficacy 
of vaccines is dependent on 
coverage, and when coverage 
dwindles, outbreaks occur. 
Take for example a recent 
measles outbreak in Minne-
sota, that began in a commu-
nity that was suspicious of 
vaccines.

Despite dozens of studies 
documenting no connection 
between vaccine serums and 
autism, it is impossible to 
shake an emotional story. Ask 
if eating the candy Pop Rocks 
ever killed anyone and most 
will swear that Life Cereal 
kid, Mikey, died 30 years ago. 
In truth, he is still kicking 
and eating Post cereals for 
breakfast. 

John Gilchrist was the 
perfect foil for the wild 
conspiracy theory/rumor 

SULLIVAN
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because everyone knew the 
kid in the commercial, but 
not his real name. He did not 
die but simply dropped from 
public view after the 12-year 
marketing campaign ended. 

It is hard to unlearn an 
emotional fact, like vaccines 
cause autism, even though it 
is not true.     

Another example comes 
straight from social media. 
How many people fall for 
posts reading, “Don’t forget 
TOMORROW starts the 
new Facebook rule where 
they can use your photos. 
Don't forget the Deadline 
is TODAY!!! It can be used 
in court cases in litigation 
against you. Everything 
you've ever posted becomes 
public from TODAY.” The 
message is high emotion and 
works no matter when posted 
— be it today, last week or 
next month, with an unverifi-
able date as to when Face-
book postings are becoming 
public domain.

The antivaxxers use iden-
tical tactics. They use fear 
and hate to seed mistrust. 
The current big lie is the Bill 
Gates Foundation plans to 
leverage a corona-virus hoax 
to force a vaccine onto the 
world’s population that will 
lead to sterilization, limiting 
population growth and im-
planting ID chips in everyone 
for tracking. All emotionally 
charged topics without a 
shred of evidence. 

Science bashing has been 
linked to arguments against 
big government. Ronald Rea-
gan’s slogan that, “Govern-
ment is not the solution; the 
government is the problem,” 
has been deeply damaging. 
For 40 years, we have heard 
that argument so much that 
a lot of people don't under-
stand why we even have a 
Centers for Disease Control, 
and they do not question if 
withdrawing from the World 
Health Organization in the 
middle of a pandemic is a 
prudent action.  

The idea we are protecting 
our freedom by disrespecting 
science has infiltrated society 
and that has neither protect-
ed liberty nor helped society 
advance. Instead, it has result-
ed in some real costs.

The golden age of science 
in the U.S. was in the 1950s 
and 1960s when the pub-
lic supported science and 
bought into the vision of a 
better future through science. 
It opened the doors to 
funding and groundbreaking 
discovery. National officials 
were comfortable giving 
voice to the visions of the 
science community without 
fear of public pushback. 

The Apollo program was a 
result, educational programs 
had freedom to try changes 
and medical technology was 
growing exponentially. When 
government became the 
enemy, funding disappeared 
and any change was viewed 
as a threat. Risk takers with 
cutting edge research disap-
peared.   

Education was pushed into 
testing to prove it was work-
ing. It took years before there 
was acceptance HIV was the 
cause of AIDS. Research into 
drugs to delay or treat AIDS 
was held back. Our national 
infrastructure languished to 
the point our roads, bridges 
and dams have reached the 
crisis point of disrepair. 

We delayed responding 
to the Corona Virus threat 
and are now dealing with 
the consequences. Distrust 
of government is tying the 
hands of the CDC and that 
threatens to stretch out the 
period of infection spreading.

Scientists are at a disad-
vantage with ideas, because 
marketers better understand 
what moves people. Larry 
Page, the co-founder of Goo-
gle acknowledges scientists 
have a marketing problem, 
and some universities are 
considering making commu-
nication skills a requirement 
for Ph.D. candidates. 

It still comes down to 
individual responsibility. We 
must all cross-check our facts 
and evaluate the motives of 
our sources. Just because a 
statement fits one’s world 
view does not mean it is 
true. Seek to be a skeptical 
inquirer.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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The staff will be on hand during the 
same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
the pharmacy has received permission to bring orders to customers.

Chaos at the Kasserine Pass
How Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower spun a humiliating World War II defeat into a winning military strategy

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

As the Supreme Command-
er of Allied Forces in the Euro-
pean theater, Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower is remembered as 
one of the most masterful mili-
tary figures in history, the man 
behind the bold and superbly 
executed Normandy invasion 
in June 1944 that led to Nazi 
Germany’s defeat less than a 
year later.

But before Eisenhower’s 
great military successes, there 
was a great failure. When he 
first faced the Germans in 
Tunisia in February 1943, his 
forces took a brutal beating in 
the battle of the Kasserine Pass. 
The battle is regarded by some 
as the most humiliating U.S. 
combat setback in World War 
II, with American forces suffer-
ing more than 6,000 casualties.

The loss was so devastating 
that British allies began to ques-

tion Americans’ ability to fight. 
But after figuring out what had 
gone wrong, Eisenhower made 
sweeping corrections. He reor-
ganized his forces to work to-
gether in a more cohesive fash-
ion, shook up his intelligence 
operation and brought in the 
brash, aggressive Gen. George 
S. Patton to shape up the U.S. 
Army’s ground combat force in 
Tunisia.

Just as important, Eisenhow-
er didn’t lose faith in his men. 
Instead, he was able to see what 
they did right in the battle, and 
to build upon those strengths.

“The U.S. Army, the entire 
Allied force, was restructured 
from top to bottom after Kas-
serine,” said Robert Citino, 
the Samuel Zemurray Stone 
Senior Historian at the Na-
tional WWII Museum in New 
Orleans. “If Eisenhower wasn’t 
ready for Kasserine, he also 
showed that he knew how to 

jump start things.”

ROMMEL'S COUNTERATTACK
As the National World War 

II Museum’s website details, 
in November 1942 Eisen-
hower led the American and 
British forces in Operation 
Torch, an invasion of Axis-held 
North Africa. The Allied forces 
moved eastward, with the Brit-
ish forces under Gen. Bernard 
Montgomery taking Tripoli in 
late January. Then the Allies 
crossed the Atlas mountains, 
with a plan to head toward the 
Mediterranean and split the 
German forces to the north 
and south. 

In response, German Field 
Marshal Erwin Rommel used 
two of his tank divisions to 
push back the Allied line. 
Then, he saw an opportunity. 
He decided to launch a direct 
counterattack against the Allies 
through the Kasserine Pass, a 

gap in the mountains in cen-
tral-western Tunisia.

Early in the morning on Feb-
ruary 19, the Germans struck, 
and over the next week or so, 
inflicted heavy punishment 
upon the Allies. The inexperi-
enced II Corps, commanded 
by Eisenhower subordinate 
Maj. Gen. Lloyd Fredendall, 
did particularly badly. 

“The American Army 
looked like all the other armies 
who fought the Germans for 
the first time,” Citino said. “The 
Germans were well-trained 
and highly experienced, and 
they caught a green U.S. II 
Corps.”

To make matters worse, Fre-
dendall had split up elements 
within divisions and assigned 
them separate individual tasks, 
so that they fought in an unco-
ordinated fashion.

Eventually, in the last few 
days of the battle, the U.S. forc-

es rallied. By the end, “their 
line had stiffened, and they 
were blasting the Germans 
with concentrated artillery 
fire,” Citino said. That halted 
the German offensive, and 
Rommel — faced with overex-
tended supply lines and Allied 
reinforcements rushing into 
the fray — ordered his forces 
to return to their starting po-
sitions.

U.S. FORCES SCORNED
While the Germans were 

repulsed, the battle had been 
a costly one. The U.S. forces 
suffered more than 6,300 ca-
sualties, including more than 
300 killed. The Germans, in 
comparison, suffered around 
1,000 casualties, including 
200 killed, 550 wounded and 
250 missing, according to Blu-
menson. 

To add to the pain, the poor 
U.S. performance earned scorn 

from the experienced British 
forces. As Eisenhower biog-
rapher Carlo D’Estes details, 
British soldiers began derisive-
ly referring to the Americans 
as, “our Italians,” a reference to 
the Germans’ lightly-regarded 
ally.

For Eisenhower, his first 
battle turned out to be an em-
barrassing moment. But when 
Eisenhower reported back to 
his boss in Washington, U.S. 
Army Chief of Staff George C. 
Marshall, he tried to put a posi-
tive spin on events. 

“All of our people, from the 
very highest to the very lowest, 
have learned that this is not a 
child’s game,” he wrote. His 
forces were ready and eager to 
get down to business.

As Eisenhower examined 
what happened, he saw that de-
spite the shortcomings at the 
top and his forces’ inadequate 

See KASSERINE, Page 4B

AMERICAN FLAG BROUGHT COLONIES UNDER ONE BANNER

Special to The Prairie Press

What we know fondly as the “Stars and Stripes” was adopted by the Continental Congress as the official American flag on June 
14, 1777, in the midst of the Revolutionary War. Colonial troops fought under many different flags with various symbols and 
slogans: rattlesnakes, pine trees, and eagles; “Don’t Tread on Me,” “Liberty or Death,” and “Conquer or Die,” to name a few.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

When the American Revolution broke 
out in 1775, the colonists weren’t fighting 
united under a single flag. Instead, most 
regiments participating in the war for 
independence against the British fought 
under their own flags.

In June of 1775, the Second Conti-
nental Congress met in Philadelphia to 
create the Continental Army — a unified 
colonial fighting force — with the hopes 
of more organized battle against its colo-
nial oppressors. This led to the creation of 
what was, essentially, the first American 
flag, the Continental Colors.

For some, this flag comprised of 13 red 
and white alternating stripes and a Union 
Jack in the corner was too similar to that 
of the British. George Washington soon 
realized that flying a flag that was even 
remotely close to the British flag was not 
a great confidence-builder for the revo-
lutionary effort, so he turned his efforts 
toward creating a new symbol of freedom 
for the soon-to-be fledgling nation.

On June 14, 1777, the Second Conti-
nental Congress took a break from writ-
ing the Articles of Confederation and 
passed a resolution stating, “the flag of the 
United States be 13 stripes, alternate red 

and white,” and, “the union be 13 stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation.”

President Woodrow Wilson marked 
the anniversary of that decree in 1916 by 
officially establishing June 14 as Flag Day. 
As we celebrate the anniversary of the 
Stars and Stripes, here are some fast facts 
about Old Glory.

Bernard Cigrand, a small-town Wis-
consin teacher in 1885, originated the 
idea for an annual flag day, to be celebrat-
ed across the country every June 14. That 
year, he led his school in the first formal 
observance of the holiday. 

Cigrand later changed careers and 
practiced dentistry in Illinois while con-
tinuing to promote his concept and ad-
vocate respect for the flag throughout his 
life.

It is widely believed Betsy Ross, who as-
sisted the Revolutionary War effort by re-
pairing uniforms and sewing tents, made 
and helped design the first American flag, 
but there is no historical evidence that 
she contributed to Old Glory’s creation. 
It was not until her grandson William 
Canby held an 1870 press conference to 
recount the story that the American pub-
lic learned of her possible role.

How to celebrate Flag Day

See FLAG DAY, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

The poster celebrates the 140th anni-
versary of Flag Day on July 14, 1717. The 
first official national flag had 13 white 
stars on a blue field and 13 alternating 
red and white stripes—both representing 
the 13 original colonies. Today, there are 
50 stars, one for each state in the Union, 
but the 13 stripes remain.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The First United Meth-
odist Church recently re-
ceived an unusual gift.

Lowell Joerg of Stock-
ton, Calif., sent a letter to 
the church that included a 
1909 postcard with a pic-
ture of the then brand-new 
church.   

“I was at an antique 
store here and found this 
old  circa 1909 picture 
card of your beautiful 
church,” wrote Joerg. “Our 

Postcard shows early 
image of local church

heritage is important to us all 
and should be preserved.”

The letter explained Joerg’s 
hobby is finding old picture 
postcards of buildings and 
sending them to their home 
communities. He referred to 
the hobby as a redistribution 
of happiness.

“Our world sure needs it,” 
he wrote.

Members of the church 
are planning to thank Joerg 
with a birthday card shower 
in time for his 91st birthday, 
June 26.

Special to The Prairie Press

This postcard depicting the First United Methodist Church in 
Paris dates from 1909 when the church was still a new build-
ing. The postcard was created by Paris business E. Ferris. It 
was recently found in a Stockton, Calif., antique store and 
sent to the church by Stockton resident Lowell Joerg.

I suspect that all through 
the lives of many people, 
they have had many shoes 

to wear 
and many 
times it 
is hard 
to find 
the right 
shoes they 
need to be 
wearing. 

An 
example 
is when 
I watch 

Hallmark lovey-dovey 
shows on TV with Rosie, 
and I am always amazed at 
some of the shoes women 
wear. Invariably a high-class 
lady from the city ends up 
on a farm, or in the woods, 
because that’s where the 
story leads them. It seems 
they always have five-inch 
spiked shoes that make 

If the shoe fits, wear it   
me shudder because how is 
that good for their feet? Quite 
frequently some unsuspecting 
male has to save them when 
the clueless lady gets stuck in 
the mud.

I am glad Rosie has more 
sense and takes into consider-
ation where she is going when 
she puts on her shoes. I am so 
glad she doesn’t wear those 
dangerous type heels that sup-
posedly make a woman look 
charming. Rosie looks quite 
charming in her bare feet, in 
old tennis shoes or in some 
low-heeled, rather flat shoes. 

I can still be seen when we 
are together as the big, strong, 
taller than life he-man. If she 
wore tall shoes, I might be 
confused by seeing her nose 
instead of the top of her head, 
as I am 11 ½ inches taller than 
she is. I also might have to 
rescue her when I lead her into 

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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training, his enlisted men and 
field officers were quick learn-
ers and tough enough for the 
job.  

“Eisenhower came out of 
the battle with renewed con-
fidence that he had the men, 
the firepower, and the equip-
ment he needed, if only that 
force was better commanded,” 
Citino said. “And he could do 
something about that.”

GENERAL PATTON TAKES OVER
One of Eisenhower’s key 

moves was to relieve Freden-
dall, about whom he’d had 
misgivings even before the 
battle, from command of the 
II Corps. He replaced him 
with Maj. Gen. George S. Pat-
ton, a tough taskmaster and 
aggressive, daring tactician. 
Patton turned out to be the 
perfect man to retrain the II 
Corps and incorporate the 
lessons learned from Kasser-
ine Pass.

“Morale in the II Corps 
was shaken, and the troops 
had to be picked up quickly,” 
Eisenhower later wrote in his 
memoir, “Crusade in Europe.” 
“For such a job, Patton had 

KASSERINE
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no superior in the Army….
[his] buoyant leadership and 
strict insistence upon disci-
pline rapidly rejuvenated the 
II Corps and brought it up to 
fighting pitch.”

“Eisenhower's replacement 
of Fredendall with Patton 
shows that Eisenhower was 
a decisive leader who could 
make the tough decisions,” 
said Leo Barron, author of 
“Patton’s First Victory: How 
General George Patton 
Turned the Tide in North Af-
rica and Defeated the Afrika 
Corps at El Guettar.” 

“Eisenhower realized after 
Kasserine Pass that Freden-
dall had spent most of the 
battle hunkered down in a 
command bunker, miles away 
from the battle while leaving 
his subordinates leaderless 
and confused for most of the 
fighting.”

Eisenhower also over-
hauled his intelligence oper-
ation, which had provided 
faulty information about the 
position of German forces. As 
he later noted in his memoir, 
“staffs were too prone to take 
one isolated piece of intelli-
gence in which they implicit-
ly believed, and to shut their 
eyes to any contrary possibil-
ity.”

In addition, Eisenhower set 
a tougher standard for all of 
his officers. According to Am-
brose, Eisenhower told Patton 
that he expected him to be 
perfectly cold-blooded about 
getting rid of anyone whose 
ability he doubted.

“He adopted a much more 
ruthless, bottom-line attitude 
in relation to subordinate 
commanders,” said John C. 

McManus, a Curators’ 
Distinguished Professor of 
U.S. military history at the 
Missouri University of Sci-
ence and Technology and 
author of several books 
on World War II. “While 
he seldom personally fired 
them, he made it known 
that anyone who did not 
perform was liable to be 
cashiered.”

Eisenhower instilled in 
his forces the concept of 
fighting as one unit, rather 
than as disjointed pieces. 

“Before Kasserine Pass, 
the U.S. Army was a group 
of regiments strung across 
the Tunisian desert,” Citi-
no said. “After that, they 
began to fight as concen-
trated, unified divisions 
with combined arms — 
heavy firepower, armor 
and infantry all working 
together.”

Eisenhower’s new ap-
proach quickly bore fruit 
a month later in the battle 
of El Guettar, which Bar-
ron noted was, “the U.S. 
Army’s first major tactical 
victory against the Wehr-
macht.”

The Allied forces ulti-
mately were victorious in 
North Africa and went on 
to take Sicily and Italy as 
well. About a year and a 
half after the near catastro-
phe at Kasserine Pass, 
Citino said, “it’s the same 
U.S. Army that’s landing in 
Normandy, and it’s pretty 
damn good there. If there’s 
one individual responsible 
for that turnaround more 
than any other, it’s Eisen-
hower.”

The lyrics of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” Amer-
ica’s national anthem since 
1931, are taken from a patri-
otic poem written by Francis 
Scott Key after he witnessed 
the Battle of Fort McHenry 
during the War of 1812. His 
words were set to the tune of 
“To Anacreon in Heaven,” a 
popular British drinking song.

In the 1950s, when it 
seemed certain that Alaska 
would be admitted to the 
Union, designers began re-
tooling the American flag to 
add a 49th star to the existing 
48. Meanwhile, a 17-year-old 
Ohioan student named Bob 
Heft borrowed his mother’s 
sewing machine, disassem-
bled his family’s 48-star flag 
and stitched on 50 stars in 
a proportional pattern. He 
handed in his creation to his 
history teacher for a class 
project, explaining that he 
expected Hawaii would soon 
achieve statehood as well.

Heft also sent the flag to his 
congressman, Walter Moeller, 
who presented it to President 
Eisenhower after both new 
states joined the Union. Ei-
senhower selected Heft’s de-

sign, and on July 4, 1960, the 
president and the high school 
student stood together as the 
50-star flag was raised for 
the first time. Heft’s teacher 
promptly changed his grade 
from a B- to an A.

During the Vietnam War 
era, some demonstrators 
burned American flags as an 
act of protest. The Flag Pro-
tection Act of 1968 was en-
acted in response, making it 
illegal to burn or otherwise 
deface the Stars and Stripes. 
In two landmark decisions 
20 years later, the Supreme 
Court ruled the government 
cannot curb individuals’ First 
Amendment rights by pro-
hibiting desecration of the 
U.S. flag. Respectful burning 
of damaged flags according 
to established protocol has 
always been acceptable.

Unlike setting an intact 
flag on fire, flying one up-
side-down is not always in-
tended as an act of protest. 
According to the Flag Code, it 
can also be an official distress 
signal.

Despite the preponderance 
of patriotic gear ranging from 
T-shirts to swimsuits to boxer 
shorts, the Flag Code stip-
ulates the Stars and Stripes 
should not appear on apparel, 

bedding or decorative items.
The practice of draping cof-

fins in the American flag is not 
reserved for military veterans 
and government officials. On 
the contrary, any burial may 
incorporate this tradition.

Etiquette calls for Amer-
ican flags to be illuminated 
by sunlight or another light 
source while on display.

When flags are taken down 
from their poles, care must 
be taken to keep them from 
touching the ground. In fact, 
the American flag should al-
ways be kept aloft, meaning 
that rugs and carpets featur-
ing the Stars and Stripes are 
barred by the Flag Code.

When the flags of cities, 
states, localities or groups 
are flown on the same staff, 
the American flag should al-
ways be at the peak. When 
flags of two or more nations 
are displayed, they should be 
of equivalent size and flown 
from separate staffs of the 
same height.

The Flag Code strictly 
prohibits adding an insignia, 
drawing or other markings to 
the Stars and Stripes. Some 
American politicians have 
been known to defy this regu-
lation by signing copies of the 
U.S. flag for their supporters.

FLAG DAY
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the mud so I could watch her 
pull off those contraptions and 
walk bare-footed.

As I get older, it is hard to 
find the right shoes for where 
I am going. Many times in 
the morning I am doing 
something on the farm that 
requires work-shoes so I wear 
them. I don’t like to change 
those paint and grease splat-
ter clodhoppers when I go to 
town. Rosie always has the 
appropriate shoes, and she 

even dresses up just a little. 
So many times, I think 

she is embarrassed when 
we make a foray into town 
just to go to Rural King, the 
bank and the grocery store. I 
really like to wear my bibbed 
overalls, a ratty, old, comfort-
able shirt and those old work 
shoes. Sometimes I even 
dress up a little, if we are also 
going out to eat. 

As I get older, I kind of like 
to wear the same duds for a 
whole day and not have to 
creep upstairs and change my 
clothes and heaven forbid, 
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even take a shower. Some 
days I think I wear myself out 
by changing my clothes three 
or four times and wearing out 
my skin with the washcloth 
and the rubbing of clothes 
against my body.

For some reason, I find it 
is a whole lot harder to get 
bent way over to put on my 
shoes and socks. I also have 
a tough time getting my bibs 
untangled and Rosie has 
to straighten them out, but 
she always smiles when she 
does that. Then she proceeds 
to grab me by those straps 
and forces me to give her a 
smooch. Be careful of what 
you ask for.

It is important to find the 
right shoes for the job. As 
a worker at hard and dirty 
jobs, wear the work shoes. As 
a man of leisure, I may wear 
tennis shoes, but never flip-
flops. They tend to make me 
do a little flipping until I flop 
and that sure hurts when I hit 
the ground. 

There is a time for wearing 
good shoes. I don’t mean that 
as a style, but as the con-
dition that one’s heart and 
mind is in. Finally, it doesn’t 
matter what we wear as long 
as we aren’t making a fool of 
ourselves. Good shoes fit just 
right for those who do good 
things and help us walk in the 
right direction. 

I hope we can all find the 
right shoes to wear and then 
put them on and make our 
journey through life.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net



Larry Daily
Vice President, Senior Commercial & Ag Lender

Jared Trogden
Assistant Vice President, Commercial & Ag Lender

135 Years of Ag Lending Experience.

PARIS BRANCH
8964 N Terre Haute Road
(217) 465-7641

FFBT.COM

Member
FDIC

SATURDAY,  
JUNE 13, 2020 5B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — As the focus 
turns to the growing season and 
markets look to recover from 
the onset of the pandemic, ex-
port markets continue to reveal 
consumption information rel-
evant to corn price formation 
during 2020. Exports in the 
corn complex will play a signif-
icant role in determining prices 
moving forward, according to 
University of Illinois agricultur-
al economist Todd Hubbs. 

“Current marketing-year es-
timates for corn exports sit at 
1.775 billion bushels. Recent 
export inspection and sales 
data for corn signal support for 
reaching the USDA estimate,” 
Hubbs said. “After a slow start 
to the marketing year, Census 
Bureau estimates of corn ex-
ports showed another increase 
in April.” 

At 199.5 million bushels, 
April’s corn exports indicated 
four straight months of higher 
export totals, Hubbs noted. 
Corn exports from September 
through January never eclipsed 
100 million bushels. The week-

ly rate of export inspections 
accelerated beginning the first 
week of February, so cumula-
tive exports as of June 4 totaled 
1.24 billion bushels. 

“With a little over 12 weeks 
left in the marketing year, addi-
tional exports need to get near 
559 million bushels to reach 
the current USDA projection,” 
Hubbs said. “The weekly pace 
to reach that total averages 42.6 
million bushels per week.” 

For the eight weeks ending 
June 4, weekly export inspec-
tions averaged 44.5 million 
bushels per week. As of May 
28, 451 million bushels of U.S. 
corn had been sold for export, 
but not yet shipped. Total un-
shipped sales sit slightly be-
low the estimated 559 million 
bushels required to reach US-
DA’s estimate. 

“While the export demand 
for U.S corn for the remainder 
of the marketing year is uncer-
tain, the potential for a repeat 
performance like the last mar-
keting year appears diminished 
this year,” Hubbs said. “Last 
year saw corn exports drop 
considerably due to Brazilian 

competition in the latter half of 
the marketing year. At this time 
last year, outstanding sales sat at 
310 million bushels. Total corn 
exports from June to August 
came in around 347 million 
bushels.” 

Prices in the U.S. sit much 
lower than the large run-up in 
prices in 2019 due to planting 
difficulties, Hubbs said. 

“Corn prices in Brazil remain 
high and domestic demand 
may limit a repeat performance 
of the huge export pace seen 
last year,” he said. “While the 
acreage planted for the Brazil-
ian second crop sits up about 
9% this year, recent reports 
point toward lower yields in 
some key regions. The second 
crop harvest just began in many 
areas and indications of poten-
tial production look to become 
more evident over the next few 
weeks.” 

Additionally, the Brazilian 
real strengthened against the 
dollar over the last few weeks. 
Since May 16, the real appre-
ciated about 15% to levels not 
seen since the middle of March. 
Both production and currency 

issues bear watching over the 
next few weeks, Hubbs said.   

“The U.S. corn market relies, 
to a lesser degree, on exports 
of ethanol and distillers' grains. 
Due to lockdowns around the 
globe, an expectation of lower 
ethanol exports in April was in 
place. Last week’s Census num-
bers confirmed this expecta-
tion,” he said. 

At near 99 million gallons, 
April exports were down 34% 
from April 2019. On a corn 
marketing-year basis, U.S. etha-
nol exports through April sit al-
most 26 million gallons below 
last year. Before the drop off in 
April, ethanol exports sat above 
last year’s pace despite weaker 
exports to Brazil, the largest 
market for ethanol exports. 
Higher sales to South Korea, 
India, Colombia and Canada 
made up for the market loss 
due to Brazilian domestic pro-
duction. 

“While ethanol exports to 
China failed to materialize in 
April, the prospect of buying 
under the trade agreement 
remains in place,” Hubbs 
said. “Through the first eight 

months of the current market-
ing year, ethanol exports total 
1.08 million gallons. While 
there is no publicly available 
information on ethanol export 
commitments for the remain-
der of the year, economic re-
covery around the world looks 
to support increased ethanol 
exports as production recovers 
and the world emerges from 
lockdown.” 

Distiller’s grain exports also 
fell off in April. The 765,000 
metric tons of exports came 
in more than 16% lower than 
April 2019. Overall, distiller’s 
grain exports for the current 
corn marketing year are down 
over 4% through April. 

Prior to 2016, China was the 
largest export market for U.S. 
distillers’ grain, with Mexico a 
distant second, Hubbs said. 

“The withdrawal of China 
from the distillers’ grain export 
market in late 2016 slowed 
exports some but growth in 
exports to Vietnam, the EU, 
South Korea, Thailand and 
Indonesia provided support. 
They kept distiller’s grain ex-
ports at a steady pace over the 

last few years,” he said. 
Exports through the first 

eight months of the marketing 
year came in at 6.98 million 
metric tons. Hubbs noted that 
exports to China have yet to 
materialize in a robust way. 

“The prospects for exports 
remain hopeful through the 
summer months and into the 
fall,” he said. 

DDGS prices in Central Il-
linois increased to above $200 
per ton in early April as etha-
nol production waned. Prices 
came down in mid-May as 
production picked back up and 
currently sit near levels earlier 
in the year. Export demand 
appears set to pick back up in 
conjunction with ethanol pro-
duction and the burgeoning 
recovery of the economy.  

“April export totals for U.S. 
corn, ethanol and distillers’ 
grains provided by the Census 
Bureau came in as expected. 
The current pace of corn ex-
ports and prospects for fur-
ther improvement in the pace 
of distillers’ grains and etha-
nol exports are encouraging,” 
Hubbs said.

Export update for the corn complex

After the cold spring 
we’ve had, with one freeze 
and several frosts, we are all 

familiar 
with frost 
damage. 
Now that 
plants are 
recover-
ing, or 
not, make 
a note 
for future 
reference. 
Next 
spring you 

will have a better idea about 
what needs to be covered 
and what can tough it out. 
Effective covers can be 
anything except sheets of 
plastic that quickly become 
the same temperature as 
the air. 

I’ve had good luck with 
old bed sheets, double 
thickness, over-turned pails 
and trugs, and, of course, 
cloches. Many people use 
empty gallon milk jugs with 
the bottom cut out, at least 
for smaller plants. Blankets 
and towels work but are 
often too heavy and smash 
the plant.

If a tree lost its 
just-emerging leaves, it will 
regrow another set. Spread 
some fertilizer under the 
canopy and several feet out. 
The tree used energy on the 
first set of leaves and needs 
more for the second set. 
This happens to my gingko 
about every three or four 
springs, but this year my 
mulberry was also affected.

What about other dam-
age throughout the growing 
season? Sometime the 
edges of leaves dry out and 
become crispy. That is usu-
ally a sign of sun damage or 
hot drying winds, especially 
in container plants. Move 
the pot to a more protected 
area.

Occasionally, varie-
gated-leaved plants will 
produce a stem with solid 
green leaves. It’s reverting 
back to its natural state. 
Remove the reversion as 
soon as it is discovered. 

Gardens 
face threats 
year-round

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PHIPPS, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Mark Licht, Iowa State University assistant professor and cropping systems specialists, talks about checking plant stands at 
emergence during a field scouting basics workshop last year.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Food prices rose sharply 
for the second month in a 
row, with beef recording its 
largest one-month increase 
ever, as the U.S. food infla-
tion rate hit 4% in May, said 
the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics June 10. It is the highest 
rate since January 2012. 

While food prices surged, 
the overall U.S. inflation rate 
for the past 12 months was a 
tiny 0.1%. 

Analysts at Trading Eco-
nomics, a financial informa-
tion site, predict food infla-
tion will quickly return to 
its traditional modest rate of 
around 2% annually. In May, 
the USDA forecast a slightly 
higher-than-usual increase 
of 2.5% in food prices this 
year. 

The BLS said food prices 
climbed by 0.7% in May, fol-
lowing a 1.5% spike in April. 

“Unlike the broad in-
crease in April, the May 
increase was driven mostly 
by a 3.7% rise in the index 
for meats, poultry, dairy 
and eggs. The beef index 
increased 10.8% in May, 
its largest-ever monthly in-
crease,” said the agency’s 
monthly Consumer Price 
Index Report. 

Meat production slowed 
during April and into May 
due to coronavirus out-
breaks at meatpacking 
plants. Some of the largest 
cattle and hog slaughter 
plants closed temporarily, 
reducing the flow of meat to 
grocery stores. Some chains 
limited customer purchases. 

“The problems in meat-
packing plants do not seem 
over, although most of the 
plants are back online,” said 
economist Joe Glauber of 
the IFPRI think tank. “If 
this means lower meat pro-
duction over the next few 
months, then meat prices 
will continue to remain 
higher than year-ago levels, 
but likely down a bit from 

Food 
inflation 
at eight-
year peak

See INFLATION, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A good stand assessment at the be-
ginning of the growing season can help 
better understand any potential issues 
now rather than from the combine.

Mark Licht, assistant professor and 
extension crop systems specialist at 
Iowa State University said looking at 
crop performance in the spring can 
not only help determine if there is a 
need to re-plant, but looking beyond 
that to learn about any potential me-
chanical or operator error and to use 
some of those problem fields for com-
parison.

When looking at crop performance 
in stand assessments, it can be viewed 
in two ways:

"That gives the ability to adjust, 
whether they need to be replacing 
parts on the planter, need it main-
tained differently, set up differently, 
reconsider what speed they are going 
through the field," he said. There are a 
lot of reasons why we want to be doing 
these stand assessments because it can 
help to start to decipher what we are 
seeing later in the year and improve 
things for subsequent years."

Early evaluation of corn stands is 
important for identifying yield-limit-
ing factors and making management 
decisions to mitigate them. Evalua-
tion of corn stands should begin soon 
after rows are visible, typically 5 to 7 
days after the first plants emerge. Corn 
emergence occurs when 100 to 120 
growing degree days have accumulat-

ed since planting. As a guide, 8 grow-
ing degree days are accumulated on a 
day with a maximum air temperature 
of 66 degrees Fahrenheit and a mini-
mum air temperature of 50 degrees, or 
lower.

When assessing corn stands, evalu-
ate several representative areas in each 
field while also making note of unusu-
al areas with problems. Documenting 
emergence problems with GPS and 
photos tagged with GPS can be useful 
for future management decisions.

TAKING STAND ASSESSMENTS
Licht said when it comes to taking 

stand assessments, he applies who, 
what, when and why to the process.

"I think it is important to under-
stand, in my opinion, the things that 
may not always get done to the fullest 
extent that I could," he said.

Who should be doing these stand 
counts?

Licht said farmers, agronomists and 
crop scouts, just to name a few.

"If I think from a retail perspective, 
it’s the ability to start to be able to de-
cipher what the stand was as it came 
out of the ground. Were there seeding 
issues? Planter issues? Or did we have 
seedling diseases? Or hopefully we ar-
en't looking at herbicide injury at this 
point of the game," he said.

When making stand assessments 
Licht said look for plant density, plant 
population, stand count, emergence 
uniformity and seedling vigor.

"We want to be able to identify if 

we don't have uniform emergence, we 
want to dig into why we don't have 
that and what are the anomalies we are 
seeing," he said. "What was the seed 
depth? Root growth issues? Sidewall 
compaction? Things like that."

Licht said he prefers to start doing 
stand assessments somewhere after 
emergence to the V3 stage.

"Emergence is probably a little bit on 
the early side. Keep note of what the 
soil conditions were at and following 
planting. Some of the insect and dis-
ease things that might be a little easier 
to see once you get to the V1, V2 or V3 
stages," he said.

CHECK EVERY FIELD
"I am big proponent of we should 

be doing it in every field because every 
field got planted into different condi-
tions, maybe using a different seed, 
may have different management from 
one field to the next," he said.

Be sure to know the history of 
weather events in each field and check 
all areas of the field.

"My recommendation is to kind 
of look at this like zone sampling," he 
said. "Break the field up into 10-acre 
sections. Do a stand establishment 
once or twice in a 10-acre section and 
then go across the field."

CHECKING SOYBEAN STANDS
When doing stand counts, Licht 

typically measures 17 feet-5inches, but 
that may not apply with soybeans.

Time to evaluate plant stands

See STANDS, Page 6B
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HUGE SAVINGS!

VALUE
CORNER

Gas-Saver!

2009 Chevrolet
Cobalt

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,462

#X20016A

Local Trade!

2005 Toyota
Camry

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,237

#X19161B

All-Wheel
Drive!

2007 Ford
Edge

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,246

#X20020B

2014 Chevrolet
Spark

Was $7,985 Now 
$6,949

#X20014A

Low Miles!

2010 Mercury
Milan

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,553

#X20076

Loaded!

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,650

2010 Saturn
Outlook

#X20059A

3rd Row!

2014 Chevrolet
Cruze

Was $7,985 Now 
$7,155

#X20047A

Manual
Transmission!

2013 Chevrolet
Equinox

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,947#B20233A

All-Wheel Drive!

Was $9,985 Now 
$9,053

2013 Chrysler
Town & Country

#X20023A1

DVD Player!

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,764

2012 Dodge
Grand Caravan

#G20111A

1-Owner!

ON SALE 
June 12-18

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Drive-up 
window available

All UV 1/5th’s  ..................$11.99

Jose Gift Sets............$17.99

Seagrams 7 1/5th’s....$13.99

Sam Adams 6pk...........$8.99

Blackfly 4pk.....................$7.99

All Stella
All St. James Wine

10% OFF10% OFF

JUNEJUNE
FAVORITES

Miller/Coors Lt 
24pk cans........................$16.94

Dr. McGillicuddy’s 
Cherry & Coffee......$16.99

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Find us on Facebook!

The Beatles to the Bee Gees
to the Backstreet Boys

Elton John to Aerosmith to U2

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Joey O – Mornings 6–9
Brady Hall – Afternoons 2–5

LISTEN ON YOUR ALEXA SMART SPEAKER 
OR wmmcradio.com

“If you are doing 17 feet, 5 
inches for a 30-inch row in soy-
beans, now you may be count-
ing 100 to 140 or 150 to 200 
plants in that row length and 
that could take a little bit more 
time,” he said.

Licht recommends when 
taking soybean counts to mea-
sure four feet of a row; counting 
the number of plants in that 

row length in order to help es-
timate beans per foot.

UNIFORMITY VERSUS SPACING
Licht is not as concerned 

about emergence uniformity in 
soybeans as much as he is about 
plant-to-plant spacing.

"I think trying to get those 
even spacings are more criti-
cal than making sure you are 
having soybeans emerging at 
the same date," he said. "At the 
same point, I am probably not 

as concerned about a number 
of 2, 3, 4, 5-inch gaps than I 
am more concerned with plant 
spacing gaps of 12- to 24-inch-
es or something in that range. 
Those tend to have more of an 
impact on yield than having the 
shorter gaps."

If there are large gaps be-
tween plants, Licht said open 
the seed furrow and look to see 
if  there is a seed there or a plant 
that just has not emerged yet.

One can also dig up these 

STANDS
FROM PAGE 5B

the current spikes.” 
Grocery prices rose by 4.8% 

in the past 12 months, faster 
than the 4% overall increase 
in the price of food, which 
combines grocery prices and 
spending on food served at 
restaurants, carry-out shops, 
and institutional settings. 
Fo o d - a w a y - f r o m - h o m e 
spending rose by 2.9% in the 
past year. 

The BLS report of high 
food inflation, led by high 

INFLATION
FROM PAGE 5B

meat prices, came a day after 
the USDA said cattle, hog and 
chicken processing plants were 
operating at 95% or more of 
their production rates in 2019. 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue said the industry was 
providing a great meat selec-
tion once again to the millions 
of Americans who depend on 
them for food. 

Food accounts for 14% of 
consumer spending, according 
to the BLS. Americans are ex-
pected to spend a larger share 
than usual of their food dollar 
on groceries this year, a result 
of precautions against the coro-
navirus pandemic that includ-
ed a near shutdown of the food 
service industry in late winter. 

“We estimate that house-
holds will spend 13% more 
on groceries than usual, as 
consumers substitute the food 
they ate away from home for 
grocery and pantry items,” said 
analyst Chris Horymski at the 
Magnify Money website. 

The average household will 
spend $598 a month on food, 
down from the previous $710 
a month. Groceries cost less 
than restaurant meals so food-
at-home expenditures will 
rise by $50 a month and food-
away-from-home purchases 
will fall by $162. 

“Taken in total, that means 
the average family food bill will 
fall by $112,” said Horymski. 

areas that have a growth stage 
difference, if concerned by it.

"If you dig them up and the 
soybeans that are further along 
were at a half inch or 3/4-inch 
seed depth versus the ones that 
are just emerging are down at 1 
1/2 to 2 inches, that could ex-
plain that difference there," he 
said.

CORN
After measuring 17 feet, 5 

inches when assessing stand 
counts in corn, Licht said look 
for how many plants are there 
for an estimation of plant pop-
ulation.

"After I do those counts, I 
start to assess that emergence 
uniformity. Do we have good 
spacing or not," he noted.

Like soybeans, open the 
seed furrow to see if there is a 
seed there, a plant that didn't 
emerge or a seed that didn't 
drop.

"That can come back to esti-
mating was it a planter perfor-
mance issue or a biotic issue 
that came into play there," he 
said.

If the corn is in the V1 to V2 
stage, but has one plant that 
is still in the emergent stage, 
Licht said the question is why 
did that plant emerge so much 
later?

"Was there a cold stretch 
following planting so we could 
have some cold injury on the 
seed that affected this seed 
with this being weaker than 
the other seeds and so it had 
delayed germination, delayed 
emergence on it," he said.

If it is just one plant in that 
row length, Licht said it's 
probably not a huge issue, but 
something to make note of.

"If it occurs more frequently, 
that is definitely something to 
make note of so we can make 
improvements on the next 
year, and we can also make 
some assessments based on 
the frequency of that delayed 
emergence and degree of that 
delay then we can start to as-
sess are there yield impacts 
that we should be accounting 
for? Should we be considering 
the replant situation here," he 
said.

Solid green leaves, having 
more chlorophyll, are better 
at photosynthesis and will 
outcompete the desired varie-
gated leaves.

Hail damage is obvious, 
causing shredded leaves. 
This is an easy one. Cut out 
the damaged leaves, and the 
plant should produce more, 
especially if the damage occurs 
in spring or early summer.

Rotting stems denote 
over-watering (or raining) 
resulting in soggy soils over an 
extended period. Begonias, co-
leus, succulents, and impatiens 
are particularly susceptible. 
Cut back on the water, both 
frequency and amount. If rain 
is the problem for in-ground 
plants, choose a new spot next 
year that drains faster.

Herbicide damage is hard 
to diagnose. The symptoms 
are curled or cupped leaves, 
however insects, drought or 
disease also cause those symp-
toms. The first clue is damage 

only appearing on one side of 
the plant, facing the direction 
of the herbicide application. 
The second clue is a swath of 
damaged plants. Herbicides 
don’t jump over several plants 
to damage just one that is 
farther in. 

Wounded bark on trees is 
easy to diagnose and requires 
little help from the home-
owner. Remove any jagged 
pieces, being careful not to 
cut any healthy bark. The tree 
will take it from there, drying 
out the wound and forming 
a callous. Do not cover the 
wound with anything. That 
only promotes moisture, 
leading to disease.

If readers need horticultural 
help or have a questions about 
their gardens, please call 217-
465-8585. A Master Gardener 
of Edgar County will get back 
to all questions. 

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
janphipps@gmail.com.)
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PRIME retail space available for 
rent on the square. Call 
347-957-0017 for information.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Lamp Repair
Special order fabric and hard 
back lamp shades.
Call for an appointment.
217-493-3333

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Mulching, Planting
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Brad McElheny Construction LLC
Kitchens, Baths, Additions, Decks
All types New Construction, 
Remodel & Renovations. Top 
Quality Work in a Timely Manner 
since 1993.
Call 765-592-0955 or 
765-548-1212

Barn Sale- Saturday June 
20th- Tools, welder, antique hit 
miss engine, power tools, fencing, 
barb wire, too much to list. Rain 
or Shine
13324 E 1200th Rd High School 
Road

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 

To apply, 
please contact Marshall Equity at 
(217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

NOW HIRING - AeroGen-TEK
AeroGen-TEK, a leading provider 
of highly complex combustion 
components for aerospace 
and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team 
members to fill roles in the 
following areas: Fabrication, Final 
Assembly, Spinning, Engineering, 
NDT/Xray Level II, Machining, 
Lasers, Programming, and Many 
More... To inquire about or apply 
for a position.
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main 
St, Paris, IL; Email your resume to 
HR@aerogentek.com; or Call us 
at 217-465-6549

GSI/AGCO CORP - NOW HIRING 
IN PARIS, IL
As a global leader and 
essential business in the design, 
manufacture and distribution 
of agricultural solutions, AGCO 
delivers effective, high-tech 
solutions for those working to 
feed the world’s population, 
from planting to storage and 
everything in between. 
GROW WITH US
Several full time positions with 
benefits are now open. CURRENT 
ROLES ON MULTIPLE SHIFTS: 
BRAKE PRESS OPERATOR AND 
ASSEMBLER
Search all positions and apply 
online:careersagcocorp.com

HRC Now Hiring for: Mental 
Health Therapists, Work Service 
Job Coach, Rest Area Workers,
Crisis Recovery Support 
Specialist, And more...
Go to www.hrcec.org to see full 
list of openings and to find our 
application.
EEO/AA Employer

The Village of Ridge Farm is 
accepting applications for a full-
time Village maintenance worker. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
a valid drivers license. Please 
submit resumes by 1 p.m. June 22 
to villageofridgefarm@gmail.com 
or by mail to the Village Of Ridge 
Farm, P.O. Box 350, Ridge Farm, 

Illinois 61870

Crestwood School has an open-
ing for a full time cook. Job will 
begin in August. Applications are 
available in the Superintendent’s 
Office, 15601 US Hwy 150. 
Deadline for applications is June 
30, 2020.

Cadillac Products - Now Hiring 
Production Associates. HS 
Diploma or GED, able to lift 75 
lbs., preferred manufacturing 
experience. To apply, please 
complete the application for the 
Paris Plant at www.cadpro.com/
employment, send a resume 
to jobs@cadprod.com, call us 
at (217) 463-1444, or apply in 
person at 2005 S Main St, Paris IL

The Survivor Resource Center 
is hiring for a Legal Advocate/
Case Manager in Edgar and 
Clark Counties and will work 
out of the Paris office. Send 
resume, cover letter, and 3 
professional references by July 
6, 2020 to Advocacy Director, 
923 N Vermilion St, Danville IL 
or be email to casemanager@
survivorresourcecenter.org

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

     In the matter of the Estate of 
  DAVID C. MITCHELL, deceased 

No. 2020-P-22

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
DAVID C. MITCHELL of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on June 3, 2020, 
to HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 15 
Poplar Drive, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Drew P. Griffin, 
of Jones & Griffin Law Offices, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before December 7, 2020, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

DATED this 6th day of June, 2020.

HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate of DAVID C. MITCHELL, 
deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C. 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 5, 2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

   NEW LIFE MEDICAL CLINIC

Located at:   509 S MAIN ST, 
PARIS

Owner(s):  JAMES CIULLA MD & 

WANDA CIULLA PA-C

Dated:   JUNE 5, 2020

 AUGUST GRIFFIN
  EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

Lien Notice

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on July 9, 2020 
to satisfy liens held on delinquent 
accounts located at the below 
properties and ending at the 
assigned times.  The auction is an 
online auction conducted at www.
storagetreasures.com.

610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 
PM CST:
JENNY MINNICK
309-142

Notice of Public Meeting 

On Monday, June 22, 2020, 
a meeting conducted by the 
Kansas Community Unit #3 
School District will take place 
at the Kansas District Office at 
310 S. Front Street, Kansas, IL in 
the Board Room. The purpose of 
this meeting will be to discuss 
the District’s plans for providing 
special education services to 
students with disabilities who 
attend private schools and home 
schools within the District for the 
2020-2021 school year. If you are 
the parent of a home-schooled 
student who has been or may be 
identified with a disability and you 
reside within the boundaries of 
the Kansas School District, you 
are urged to attend. 

If you have further questions 
pertaining to this meeting, 
please contact Mr. Hasten at 
217-948-5174,

Notice of Public Hearing 
Kansas Community School 

District #3 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the 
School Board of School District 
Number 3, in the County of Edgar, 
State of Illinois, that a final budget 
for said School District for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available to public inspection at 
the Unit Office, 310 South Front 
Street, Kansas, Illinois between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., on the 
22nd day of May, 2020. The office 
will be open Monday through 
Thursday during the summer. 
Notice is further hereby given that 
a public hearing on said budget 
will be held at 6:00 p.m., on the 
24th day of June 2020, at the Unit 
Office, 310 South Front Street, 
Kansas, Illinois. Dated this 21st 
day of May, 2020 by the Board 
of Education of School District 3, 
in the County of Edgar, State of 
Illinois.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. 

C. No. 1

To the Electric Patrons of
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or the Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on May 26, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (Commission) 
proposed changes in its rates 
and charges for approved Energy 
Efficiency and Demand-Response 
Measures (EDR) throughout its 
territory in Illinois pursuant to 
its Rider Energy Efficiency and 
Demand Response Investment 
(Rider EE) tariff in Docket No. 20-
0477. The changes to Rider EE are 
applicable to Ameren Illinois Rate 
Zones I, II and III.

A copy of the proposed change 
in schedule may be inspected 
at the Ameren Illinois offices at 
300 Liberty Street, Peoria, Illinois 
or online at www.icc.illinois.
gov/e-docket/.

Customers should be advised 
that the Commission may alter 
or otherwise amend the rates 
or conditions of service after 
hearings are held pursuant to 83 
Ill. Adm. Code Part 200, and may 
increase or decrease individual 
rates in amounts other than those 
requested by Ameren Illinois.

All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois
62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

     Edgar County will hold a public 
hearing on June 22 (6/22), at 
9:00 am, at the Edgar County 
Courthouse in Courthouse Room 
#2 to provide interested parties 
an opportunity to express their 
views on the proposed Rebuild 
Illinois Public Infrastructure 

Grant (RIPI) project.  Persons 
with disabilities or non-English 
speaking persons who wish to 
attend the public hearing and 
need assistance should contact 
Joshua Knight, 12637 E. 950th 
Road, Paris, IL 61944, (217) 465-
4139 no later than June 19 (6/19).  
Every effort will be made to make 
reasonable accommodations for 
these persons.

 On or about June 30 (6/30), Edgar 
County intends to apply to the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity for 
a grant from the Rebuild Illinois 
program.  This program is funded 
by state funds as included in the 
2019 Capital Bill.  These funds 
are to be used for a community 
development project that will 
include the following activities: 
Restoration and Repairs of the 
Edgar County Courthouse.  The 
total amount of Rebuild Illinois 
funds to be requested is $3.75 
Million.  The Edgar County also 
proposes to expend non-Rebuild 
Illinois funds deemed necessary 
on the project.  These non-Rebuild 
Illinois funds will be derived from 
the following local sources.

Information related to this project 
will be available for review prior 
to the public hearing as of June 
15 at the Edgar County Highway 
Dept. (12637 E. 950th Road, Paris, 
IL 61944) between the hours of 
(8a-12p and 1p-4p).  Interested 
residents are invited to provide 
comments regarding these issues 

either at the public hearing or by 
prior written statement.  Written 
comments should be submitted 
to (Joshua Knight, 12637 E. 
950th Road, Paris, IL 61944) 
no later than June 19 (6/19) in 
order to ensure placement of such 
comments in the official record of 
the public hearing proceedings.  
A plan to minimize displacement 
and provide assistance to those 
displaced has been prepared by 
Edgar County and is also available 
to the public.  This project will 
result in no displacement of 
any persons or businesses.  For 
additional information concerning 
the proposed project, please 
contact (Joshua Knight, 12637 E. 
950th Road, Paris, IL 61944, (217) 
465-4139 or jknight@edgarcount-
yhighway.org.
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Multi-Consignor
Online Only

Monday, June 15 - Monday, June 29
Auction begins to close 6 p.m. (IL)

Go to calliebaber.hibid.com to register

Service Center Representative
Dimond Bros. Insurance is looking for candidates 
with strong computer skills and customer service 
experience to join our Service Center team at our 

Corporate office.  We offer an attractive compensation 
and benefits package that includes health, dental, life, 
voluntary life, vision, short/long term disability, EAP, 
Teledoc, 401(k) with company match and vacation/

personal time. Please send your resume to:

Steph Shobe, Director of Human Resources
    Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC
    928 Clinton Road
    Paris, IL  61944
    steph.shobe@dimondbros.com

 The Edgar County Housing Authority 
is currently seeking a licensed 

beautician to operate its onsite 
beauty shop. 

Submit your resume to 
Edgar County Housing Authority 

604 Highland Drive, 
Paris IL 61944

• Negotiable Contract
• Utilities and Cable provided

• Freedom to operate business as your own
• Outside customers allowed

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

2x3
Forsythe

Premier office space 
on the square

Recently occupied by Sweet Vintage  
and they outgrew the location.

Contact 
Tom Hebermehl at 808-1203

Call Tom Hebermehl at 808-1203 
for further information

Premier office space 
on the square

AeroGen-Tek, a leading provider of highly 
-complex combustion components for 

aerospace and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team members 

to fill roles in the following areas:

    Fabrication                   
    Final Assembly                           
    Spinning    
    Engineering   
    and Many More...

NDT/Xray Level II
Machining
Lasers
Programming

To inquire about or apply for a position:
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL; 
Email your resume to HR@aerogentek.com; 
or Call us at 217-465-6549.

NOW HIRING

Myers DistributingMyers Distributing

1675 State Road 163 East • Clinton, IN 47842
Located in the former JR Chevy Building across from 500 Automotive

$11, 035$11, 035

Myers DistributingMyers Distributing

FREE set-up & delivery within 100 miles

Shed Lot
Mon  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Tues
Wed-Fri  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

812-239-1732

24 X 32 
Car Garage

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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The best part of life here? You grow.

Consider how rich the possibilities! Your daily life in 

supportive living can be filled with education, hobbies, 

arts, entertainment, fitness, friendship – which means 

fresh ideas, new skills and plenty of stimulation. So 

what happens when you live like this? Ask anybody at 

Brookstone Estates of Paris: “You grow!”

146 Brookstone E. St. | Paris, IL 61944

Supportive Living

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

The world may have changed, but we’re 

committed to being here for you.

Start a conversation personalized to your 

needs by calling 217-931-0456.

SavingsSavings
Summer

When you buy 2 

Trico Maxx®

 Wiper Blades 

SAVESAVE  $$1515

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(217) 465-8551

Premium 
Beam

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The following cases were 
among those appearing for 
the June 4 criminal and traffic 
call in Edgar County Circuit 
Court.

IN CUSTODY
nJustin L. McCarty, 30, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 3 
felony unlawful possession of a 
weapon by a felon and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charges. For the felony, he 
was sentenced to 30 months 
in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections with credit for 68 
days previously served, a $600 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. The misdemeanor 
sentence was for 18 months of 
conditional discharge to run 
concurrently with the prison 
sentence, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon and a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage 
charges.
nAustin D. Toler, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody. His 
motions for a bond reduction 

Edgar County Circuit Court

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

or a jail furlough to attend 
inpatient residential treatment 
were denied. His Class 2 
felony possession of a stolen 
vehicle and a Class A misde-
meanor criminal trespassing to 
vehicles charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCharles G. Wells, 20, Par-

is, appeared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded guilty to a Class 2 
felony possession of a stolen 
vehicle, a Class 3 felony theft 
of a motor vehicle and a Class 
A misdemeanor theft. Bond 
was reduced to $5,000 from 
the original bond of $10,000. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nAaron R. Gates, 23, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and a Class A misdemean-
or aggravated assault. The 
public defender was appointed 
and a pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nAllie Ranae Hanks, 24, 

Paris, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license. She was sentenced to 

one year of court supervision, 
a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.
nDewayne A. Mathas, 34, 

Paris, was charged and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license. The public defender 
was appointed and a pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nSteven Vargas, 32, Ross-

ville, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor unlawful possession 
of cannabis. He was sentenced 
to a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nLogan B. Rhoads, 17, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor speeding 
charge. He hired a private 
attorney and the matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nCandace L. Bell, 40, 

Paris, was resentenced for 
a petition to revoke her 
probation sentence for a Class 
2 felony methamphetamine 
delivery conviction. The new 
sentence is 180 days of home 

confinement, 18 months of 
conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay all previous 
financial obligations.

In another matter, Bell was 
sentenced on a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance conviction to 18 
months conditional discharge 
to run concurrently with the 
previous sentence, court costs 
and various state fees.
nJoseph May, 38, Mattoon, 

learned the state withdrew 
the petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. His 
first-offender probation was 
terminated as unsatisfacto-
ry. The case was referred to 
collections.
nDustyn W. Umberger, 30, 

Paris, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

when the following individuals 
failed to answer the court call: 
Jamesray A. Evans, 28, Paris; 
Thomas D. Martin, 56, Paris; 
and Matthew K. Savard, 36, 
Paris.

INGRAMS LEND A HAND TO SHRINE CLUB

Cliff Macke/The Prairie Press

Scott and Kathy Ingrum make a personal donation of $1,000 to help the Edgar County Shrine 
Club because the club had to scale back its annual Shrine Barbecue fundraising event due to 
COVID-19 public gathering restrictions. Serving of the barbecue is only by a drive-up service. The 
Ingrums also challenge other community members to match the donation. Left to right, Kevin 
Ingram, Rick Dodd, Edgar County Shrine Club President Granville Colvin, Scott Ingrum, Kathy 
Ingrum, Kale Livesay, John Wood and Lucas Knight.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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